8/25/25, 6:47 AM Maine Oysterman Launches Bid Against Collins — OpenVoiceNews

OpenVoiceNews

Transparent. Unbiased. Yours.

Maine Oysterman Launches Bid Against
Collins

August 24, 2025

— Categories: Politics & Government

Graham Platner, a veteran and oyster farmer from Sullivan, Maine, has officially announced
his candidacy for the U.S. Senate, entering the 2026 race to challenge Republican Senator
Susan Collins. Platner, a former Marine and Army National Guard member, released a

campaign video outlining his plans and reasons for seeking office.

Platner served four tours in Irag and Afghanistan before returning to Maine, where he
became involved in the oyster industry. He later managed an oyster farm in Frenchman Bay,
near Acadia National Park, and also served as a local harbormaster. His background in

military service and small business management shapes much of his campaign message.

In his announcement, Platner stated that his campaign would focus on addressing
economic pressures facing working families, particularly in areas such as housing and
healthcare costs. He has also called for changes to federal tax policy aimed at ensuring
wealthier Americans contribute more. While his campaign avoids direct party labels, Platner
has emphasized that he wants to represent ordinary Mainers who feel disconnected from

Washington politics.

Platner enters a Democratic primary field that already includes several candidates seeking
to unseat Collins, a five-term senator often described as a centrist. Collins previously
defeated Democrat Sara Gideon in 2020, winning by nine points despite being outspent in
one of the most expensive Senate races in U.S. history. Other potential Democratic
contenders in 2026 include Maine Governor Janet Mills, though she has not declared her

candidacy.
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Platner's campaign material highlights his military service as preparation for public
leadership. He has said that his experiences overseas gave him perspective on the
challenges faced by veterans and working Americans. After completing his service, he
pursued work in Maine’s maritime economy, emphasizing that small businesses remain a

critical part of the state’s workforce and identity.

On policy, Platner has proposed federal investments to improve housing availability and

healthcare access. He has also called for tax adjustments directed at high-income earners.

His positions overlap with ideas supported by progressive politicians nationally, though he
has presented his campaign as an effort to bring practical solutions rather than ideological

divisions.

Platner has also criticized both major political parties, stating that voters often feel left out
by established leadership. He argues that issues such as healthcare expenses, housing
shortages, and wage stagnation have persisted under both Democratic and Republican
administrations. His campaign suggests that outside candidates with personal experience

in the workforce can offer a different perspective on policymaking.

Despite emphasizing affordability issues, Platner's campaign has not centered on cultural or

social controversies. His message has focused primarily on economic challenges,

community well-being, and accountability in government. Supporters have pointed to his

background as both a veteran and a small business operator as qualities that may resonate

with voters who want grounded, real-world experience in Washington.

Platner's candidacy has already received national coverage from major outlets, drawing
attention to his grassroots profile. His campaign video and early interviews circulated
widely online, with national strategists and political observers noting his entry into what is

expected to be a competitive Senate race.

The Maine Senate contest is viewed by both parties as a significant factor in determining
control of the U.S. Senate in 2026. While Platner is one of several Democrats seeking the
nomination, his combination of military service, small-business experience, and local
community involvement has distinguished his candidacy in the early stages of the

campaign.

Collins, who has served in the Senate since 1997, remains a well-known figure in Maine

politics. She has consistently positioned herself as an independent-minded Republican,
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though she has also faced challenges from both the left and right over her voting record. Her
ability to win reelection in 2020 despite national efforts to unseat her underscores her

political durability.

As the primary approaches, Platner and other Democratic challengers will work to build
recognition and funding in a state where retail campaigning and local ties remain essential
to success. Platner's campaign emphasizes his direct connection to Maine communities

through his service, maritime work, and family life in Sullivan.

The race is still in its early stages, and voters will likely see a wide range of candidates
presenting differing approaches to addressing Maine’s economic and political challenges.
Platner’'s entry ensures that the Democratic field will include at least one contender whose
campaign is rooted in military service, small-business ownership, and local community

leadership.
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