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Former United States (US) President Donald Trump is due to make his
second official state visit to the United Kingdom (UK) this autumn, but his
itinerary notably excludes a speech to Parliament. The timing and
structure of the visit have drawn attention, with critics seeing it as a
deliberate decision by the Labour government to avoid political
controversy while maintaining diplomatic obligations.

Trump Missed Parliamentary Address During
UK Visit in Tactically Timed Move

—



Mr Trump is expected to travel to the UK in late September or early
October for a formal visit at the invitation of King Charles III. Unlike his
previous state visit in 2019, this year’s engagement will take place while
Parliament is in recess. The House of Commons is scheduled to be
closed between 16 September and 13 October, effectively ruling out the
possibility of a speech to Members of Parliament (MPs) and Lords.
According to a White House official quoted by The Independent, a
parliamentary address “was never discussed nor requested”, suggesting
this omission was likely pre-planned rather than circumstantial.

Observers have compared the contrast in treatment to that afforded to
French President Emmanuel Macron, who addressed both Houses of
Parliament during his state visit last year. Some see Labour’s quiet
sidelining of Trump’s platform as an effort to avoid confrontation with its
more left-leaning members, many of whom have expressed open hostility
towards the former US leader. During his 2019 visit, Trump was met with
street protests and theatrical political gestures, including a widely
publicised boycott by opposition MPs.

This year’s visit is expected to include a ceremonial banquet at Windsor
Castle, a meeting with King Charles, and a diplomatic reception. However,
the absence of more high-profile public engagements, such as a parade
down The Mall or a Buckingham Palace appearance, suggests a more
reserved approach. While it still qualifies as a state visit in form, the
reduction in pomp and political exposure is notable.

Despite the muted tone, Trump’s upcoming trip marks a diplomatic
milestone, as he will be the first US president to receive two state visits
from the UK. This affirms the enduring strength of Anglo-American
relations, even amid political shifts on both sides of the Atlantic. The



Labour government may be attempting to downplay the visit for domestic
reasons. Still, it remains a significant gesture of state-level continuity, one
that reinforces the UK’s international ties regardless of the personalities
involved.


