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Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer has emphasized the importance of de-escalation and
regional stability following U.S. airstrikes on three Iranian nuclear sites. Former U.S.
President Donald Trump, speaking from the White House, claimed the sites had been
“completely and fully obliterated,” triggering a wave of international concern and diplomatic
responses.

Although the United Kingdom did not participate in the operation, Starmer confirmed that
British officials were informed in advance. In an official statement, he described Iran’s
nuclear ambitions as a serious threat to international security but stressed that diplomacy
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remains the only sustainable path forward. “Iran must return to the negotiating table.
Stability in the Middle East is a global priority,” he said.

In an interview with Sky News political editor Beth Rigby, the prime minister reiterated his
government’s commitment to diplomatic solutions. “There is a real risk of escalation, not
just within the region, but globally. Our efforts are focused on de-escalating tensions and
encouraging dialogue,” he stated.

Starmer is set to chair a COBRA emergency committee meeting to assess the security,
economic, and geopolitical implications of the strikes. Key concerns include potential
Iranian retaliation and disruptions to energy markets, particularly involving the Strait of
Hormuz, a critical global trade route.

Reactions from the international community have been mixed. While some Western allies
have expressed support for Washington’s actions, others have urged caution, warning that
further military engagement could destabilize the broader region. Iran has yet to issue a
formal response, though early indications suggest preparations for a countermeasure may
be underway.

As the situation develops, the UK’s diplomatic strategy will be closely watched. Starmer’s
leadership in navigating this high-stakes moment will likely shape his government’s foreign
policy standing and its approach to crisis management on the world stage.
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