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The White House on Monday firmly dismissed reports suggesting that former United States
President Donald Trump is scheduled to visit Pakistan in September. Responding to
growing speculation in Pakistani media that Trump would arrive on September 18, a White
House spokesperson clarified that no such visit is on the official agenda “at this time.” The
clarification comes after local outlets, citing anonymous diplomatic sources, hinted at a

potential trip that quickly stirred attention across political and diplomatic circles.
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The media buzz appears to have originated from unverified reports suggesting behind-the-
scenes efforts to facilitate a visit by Trump, who is currently the leading Republican
contender in the 2024 U.S. presidential race. These reports fueled excitement in some
quarters, particularly among those in Pakistan’s business and political sectors who view
Trump’s pragmatic, transactional approach to foreign relations as potentially beneficial.
However, U.S. officials were swift to pour cold water on the rumors, reaffirming that any

future visit would be formally announced through appropriate diplomatic channels.

Trump’s foreign policy stance during his presidency was marked by direct engagement,
minimal bureaucracy, and a strong preference for results-driven partnerships. His
administration played a significant role in U.S.-Pakistan relations, especially during high-
level dialogues on Afghanistan and regional counterterrorism efforts. While his presider
received mixed reviews globally, Trump maintained a working relationship with Pakistar
leadership, notably hosting Prime Minister Imran Khan at the White House in 2019 a meeting

that was widely viewed as a diplomatic win for Islamabad at the time.

Despite the denial, the timing of the rumor is telling. Pakistan is actively
seeking to expand its international outreach and court political allies,
particularly with elections looming in the United States. A potential
Republican win, and a possible Trump return to the White House, may
reshape Washington’s foreign policy priorities. For Pakistan, keeping
channels open with all major political players in the U.S. remains crucial.
While there may be no visit on the books today, the buzz reflects
Islamabad’s aspirations to remain visible on the geopolitical radar. As the

global landscape shifts, real diplomacy often begins with speculation.
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