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The United Kingdom may formally recognise a Palestinian state unless Israel takes

meaningful action to de-escalate its operations in Gaza, Prime Minister Keir Starmer said
on July 30, 2025. His comments mark a significant shift in the UK’s long-standing
diplomatic stance in the region and align with increasing pressure from the international

community in the wake of ongoing unrest.

Starmer’s statement follows nearly two years of intensified conflict, beginning with the
escalation on October 7, 2023, which left over 100,000 Palestinians displaced and drew
scrutiny from global human rights organisations. According to Starmer, the UK would tie
its recognition of Palestinian statehood to “substantive steps” by Israel, though no firm
timeline was given.
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The position reflects a broader trend among members of the Group of Twenty (G20), with
at least 10 countries already having recognised Palestine. France is reportedly preparing
to follow suit by September 2025. The UK’s conditional approach stands in contrast,
signalling a desire to balance historical support for Israel with rising public and

international calls for a more assertive stance on Palestinian sovereignty.

Currently, more than 90 countries worldwide have recognised Palestine as a state,
according to data from the United Nations. However, the UK has previously maintained
that recognition must be the outcome of direct negotiations between Israel and the
Palestinian Authority. Starmer's comments indicate that this view may be evolving,
potentially due to growing frustration with the lack of progress in peace talks and the

humanitarian toll of continued hostilities.

The stalled Oslo Accords and incidents such as the 2018-2019 Gaza border protests,
where hundreds of Palestinians were Killed by Israeli sniper fire, have underscored the
long-standing volatility in the region. A 2021 UK Integrated Review had already cited the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict as a focal point for British diplomatic engagement, but this
latest statement goes further, applying political leverage tied directly to Israel’s behaviour

on the ground.

While the Prime Minister did not specify what would qualify as “substantive steps,” the
implication is clear: continued inaction could result in a major diplomatic shift. The move
may be viewed as a calculated attempt to reassert UK relevance in Middle East
diplomacy, particularly as other Western nations re-evaluate their positions on the

conflict.

As developments unfold, all eyes will be on whether Israel adjusts its Gaza strategy in
response, and whether the UK follows through on what could be a historic foreign policy

decision.
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