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LeBron James’ longtime agent, Rich Paul, has stepped in to temper swirling trade rumors
linking the NBA superstar to a possible move away from the Los Angeles Lakers. In a recent
interview, Paul dismissed the speculation, instead spotlighting LeBron’s happiness, his

offseason focus, and the noise surrounding today’s media landscape.

The conversation around James’ future reignited after he made an appearance at the
National Basketball Association (NBA) Summer League in Las Vegas, where he opted not to

speak publicly on the trade rumors. However, Rich Paul, chief executive officer of Klutch
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Sports Group, addressed the growing media buzz during an interview with SiriusXM NBA
Radio.

“There’s so many voices in today’s game and around today’s game and media and things
like that. And everyone has a job to do,” Paul explained. “For us, let those people do their job.

It's not for us to rebut or to try to give clarity on what's said or what’s not said.”

Paul quickly redirects the narrative away from the speculation, emphasizing that he and
LeBron are focused on their respective responsibilities. “That’s not the focus,” he continued.
“Focus is, enjoy your summer. | wear a lot of different hats, so I've got a lot of things on my

plate that I'm doing. I'm in the office every day and working hard every day. That's my focus.”

Trade Buzz

Meanwhile, LeBron has already opted into his $S52.6 million player option for the 2025 to
2026 NBA season, a move that signals commitment for the short term, even as questions

about the long term remain.

Reports earlier this year suggested James may have been kept out of the loop on two
significant team decisions, stirring concerns over his influence in the organization’s future
plans. That uncertainty opened the door to widespread trade speculation, especially as the

Lakers look to build a more competitive roster around younger stars.

Multiple teams, including the Dallas Mavericks, Golden State Warriors, Cleveland Cavaliers,
and Los Angeles Clippers, have reportedly contacted Rich Paul about potentially trading for
LeBron. Yet, under the terms of his current deal, James holds a no-trade clause, meaning

any move would need his direct approval. So far, he hasn’t indicated any desire to leave Los

Angeles.

Paul hasn’t completely ruled out any possibility, but clarified that media noise isn’'t driving
their decisions. “You can’t dispel everything someone has to say,” he said. “There’s never
been an expectation on anyone like there’s been on him, but my thing is just continue to find

your joy.”

In a league where rumors often spin faster than the game clock, Paul's comments served as
a timely reminder that not everything needs a headline. For now, LeBron James appears

content to focus on family, fitness, and finding peace in the game he’s dedicated over two
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decades to. While the Lakers may continue exploring roster moves, James isn’t giving any

signals that he’s preparing to exit Los Angeles.
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