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The United Kingdom has joined 26 other nations in urging Israel to allow international
journalists access to Gaza, amid growing concerns over restrictions on press freedom and
the safety of media workers in the region. The joint statement, issued by the Media Freedom
Coalition (MFC), comes as journalists face unprecedented dangers in covering the ongoing
conflict.

The coalition, which the UK helped establish, includes countries such as Germany,
Australia, and Ukraine. Together, they have called on Israel to lift its block on foreign press
access to Gaza and to provide adequate protection for those reporting in conflict zones.

The statement highlights what governments describe as an “unfolding humanitarian
catastrophe” in Gaza, stressing that free and independent reporting is vital. The signatories
argue that preventing journalists from entering Gaza limits transparency and obstructs the
world’s understanding of events on the ground.
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“Journalists and media workers play an essential role in putting the spotlight on the
devastating reality of war,” the statement reads. “Access to conflict zones is vital to carrying
out this role effectively. We oppose all attempts to restrict press freedom and block entry to
journalists during conflicts.”

Figures from the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) reportedly underline the severity of
the risks. According to CPJ, at least 192 journalists and media workers are reported to have
been killed across Gaza, the West Bank, Israel, and Lebanon since the conflict began. This
period has been described as the deadliest for journalists since CPJ began documenting
such cases in 1992. The organisation is also investigating more than 130 additional cases
of alleged killings, arrests, and injuries involving journalists.

Earlier this month, international concern reportedly deepened when an Israeli strike killed
four Al Jazeera journalists, along with two freelancers and a seventh individual. The incident
drew condemnation from the United Nations and further intensified calls for accountability.

The MFC statement strongly condemned what it described as the deliberate targeting of
journalists and media workers. It reiterated that international humanitarian law protects
civilian journalists in conflict zones.

“Deliberate targeting of journalists is unacceptable. International humanitarian law offers
protection to civilian journalists during armed conflict. We call for all attacks against media
workers to be investigated and for those responsible to be prosecuted in compliance with
national and international law,” the statement declared.

The governments also urged all parties involved in the conflict to ensure that journalists,
whether foreign or local, can operate safely and without obstruction. The call emphasised
the broader need for accountability, safety, and the protection of press freedoms worldwide.

Alongside calls for media access, the MFC reiterated support for a ceasefire, the release of
Israeli hostages, and the free flow of humanitarian aid into Gaza. The coalition noted that the
humanitarian situation, compounded by restrictions on journalists, makes it increasingly
difficult for the global public to understand the scale of suffering.

In addition to official government pressure, major international news organisations have
also raised alarms. Outlets such as BBC News, Reuters, Agence France-Presse, and the
Associated Press recently expressed “desperate concern” over the conditions facing



journalists in Gaza. Reports suggest that freelance reporters are struggling to secure food
for themselves and their families as a result of the blockade and the difficult humanitarian
circumstances.

The media groups said their ability to report accurately and comprehensively was under
severe strain, with access limitations and personal risks combining to make independent
coverage nearly impossible.

The UK’s decision to join the statement reinforces its founding role in the MFC, which was
created to promote press freedom and the safety of journalists worldwide. The
government’s participation underlines a broader diplomatic effort to pressure Israel into
addressing international concerns over transparency and the protection of journalists.

By joining other nations, the UK is signalling that restrictions on media access to conflict
zones undermine democratic values and prevent the international community from fully
assessing humanitarian conditions. The move is consistent with Britain’s long-standing
public stance on media freedom and the importance of independent reporting during crises.

As pressure mounts on Israel, it remains uncertain whether international journalists will be
allowed access to Gaza. The statement by 27 governments marks a significant escalation
in diplomatic efforts to protect press freedoms in one of the world’s most dangerous
reporting environments. With conditions worsening for both civilians and journalists,
international scrutiny is expected to intensify in the coming weeks.


