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A young Palestinian-American’s brutal death in the West Bank is reigniting urgent calls for

justice as tensions between settlers and Palestinians spiral further out of control.

A 20-year-old U.S. citizen, Sayafollah Musallet, also known as Saif, was killed in a violent
incident involving Israeli settlers in the occupied West Bank town of Sinjil, north of
Ramallah, on Friday evening. According to the Palestinian Health Ministry, Musallet was

severely beaten and later died from his injuries after a reported delay in medical assistance.
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A second Palestinian man, 23-year-old Hussein Al-Shalabi, was shot in the chest and also

died during the confrontation.

Musallet’s family, originally from Tampa, Florida, released a heartfelt statement condemning
the attack and the lack of immediate response. “This is an unimaginable nightmare and
injustice that no family should ever have to face. We demand the U.S. State Department lead
an immediate investigation and hold the Israeli settlers who Kkilled Saif accountable for their
crimes,” the family said. They allege that medics were blocked from reaching Musallet for
hours, forcing his brother to carry him to an ambulance. Sadly, he died before reaching the

hospital.

The U.S. Department of State confirmed awareness of the incident but refrained from further
comment, citing respect for the family’s privacy. “We are aware of the reports and are in

touch with the family,” a spokesperson said Friday.

Rising Violence

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) claimed that the violence began when Palestinians
allegedly threw rocks at Israeli civilians, injuring several. The military further reported that it
responded by deploying non-lethal measures to break up the crowds and is currently

investigating the incident. This version of the events has yet to be independently verified.

The tragic death comes amid a sharp rise in violence throughout the West Bank following
the escalation of Israel’'s war in Gaza against Hamas. Human rights observers have reported

an increase in settler-related violence against Palestinian civilians since late 2023.

Musallet’s death adds to a list of U.S. citizens killed in recent years under contested
circumstances in the region. These include Palestinian-American journalist Shireen Abu
Akleh, shot while covering an IDF operation in 2022, and teenager Omar Mohammad Rabea.

Turkish-American activist Aysenur Ezgi Eygi was also reportedly Killed in a similar context.

The legal status of Israel’'s West Bank settlements continues to stir international
controversy. In 2023, the International Court of Justice (ICJ), the judicial arm of the United
Nations, ruled that Israel’'s occupation and settlement construction in Palestinian territories
violated international law and should be reversed. Israel disputes the ruling, pointing to its
historical and biblical connections to the land, which it captured during the 1967 Six-Day
War.
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As tensions remain high and investigations proceed, the Musallet family, alongside many
observers, is calling for justice and accountability, not just for Saif, but for all lives lost in this

longstanding conflict.
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