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A tragic traffic crash in Chandler, New South Wales (NSW), on July 29, 2025, claimed one
life, prompting a swift response from Lake Macquarie Police District and raising concerns
about road safety. The incident, occurring on a busy local road, underscores ongoing issues
with traffic management and enforcement, with critics pointing to inadequate infrastructure
and lax oversight.

At approximately 8:30 p.m., emergency services rushed to a collision on Pacific Highway
near Chandler Road, where a sedan struck a utility pole, killing the driver instantly. The
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victim, a 42-year-old local man, has not been publicly identified pending family notification.
Police established a crime scene, closing southbound lanes for several hours, causing
significant delays. “It’s a stark reminder of how quickly things can go wrong on our roads,”
said Sergeant Michael Thompson of the Lake Macquarie Police District, urging witnesses to
come forward with dashcam footage. The Forensic Crash Unit (FCU) is investigating, with
preliminary findings suggesting speed may have been a factor, though toxicology reports
are pending.

Residents expressed frustration, noting Chandler’s history of accidents due to poor road
conditions and insufficient signage. Local business owner Karen Hughes told Nine News,
“We’ve been asking for better lighting and speed cameras here for years, but nothing
changes”. Critics argue the NSW Labor government’s focus on urban projects neglects
regional infrastructure, leaving communities like Chandler vulnerable. The state’s road toll,
already at 160 deaths this year per Queensland Police Service (QPS) data, highlights a
broader failure to prioritize safety measures like speed enforcement or road upgrades.

The crash has reignited calls for tougher traffic laws and better funding for regional roads.
Opposition transport spokesperson James Griffin criticized the government, stating,
“Labor’s mismanagement of infrastructure budgets leaves rural areas like Chandler exposed
to preventable tragedies”. As the investigation continues, police are appealing for
information via Crime Stoppers at 1800 333 000. The incident serves as a grim warning
that without decisive action on road safety, communities will continue to pay a heavy price.
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