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The European Union has accepted a 15% tariff on many of its exports to the United States
in exchange for continued American support on security and the conflict in Ukraine. While
the decision has sparked controversy within Europe, many leaders appear to view it as a

necessary cost to maintain the transatlantic alliance.

France’s Prime Minister described the agreement as a “dark day” for the EU, amid growing

criticism that Brussels had yielded to U.S. pressure. Still, behind the scenes, the message
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from Brussels was clear: America’s backing remains vital, not just for trade but for Europe’s

defence and stability in an increasingly volatile world.

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen endorsed the deal after meeting with

U.S. President Donald Trump in Scotland.

She described it as “the best we could get,” while her staff reportedly referred to it as the
“biggest trade deal ever.” Trump reportedly finalised the agreement after a round of golf with

his son.

Strategic Dependency

At the core of this deal is the broader geopolitical reality that Europe relies heavily on the
United States for its security, especially in light of Russia’s continued aggression in Ukraine.
European Union Trade Commissioner Maro$ Seféovi¢ told reporters: “It's not only about the

trade. It's about security. It's about Ukraine. It's about current geopolitical volatility.”

The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATQO), largely supported by U.S. military power, has
become increasingly vital. European officials have expressed concern over the 84,000 U.S.
troops stationed in Europe, amid speculation of a possible reduction by October. As Trump
has expressed ambivalence about NATO'’s role, EU nations have grown more determined to

maintain U.S. support.

To reinforce this partnership, Europe is also increasing its purchase of American energy
supplies. Von der Leyen confirmed the EU’s plan to increase purchases of American LNG,
oil, and nuclear fuel to reduce dependence on Russian energy. This reflects a larger strategy

to cut ties with Russian energy following Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine.

Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte, who was recently appointed as NATO’s Secretary-General,
also played a diplomatic role. In a private message to Trump, later published by the former
president, Rutte wrote: “Europe is going to pay in a BIG way, as they should, and it will be
your win.” Rutte brushed off concerns about the message going public, saying there was

“nothing in it which had to stay secret.”

Niclas Poitiers of the Bruegel think tank in Brussels noted that the EU had little appetite for
confrontation. “The EU is in a difficult situation because we're very dependent on the U.S. for

security,” he said. “l think there was not a big willingness to pick a major fight.” While Poitiers
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admitted the tariffs would be a drag on the EU economy, he described the damage as

manageable compared to the shocks of the COVID-19 pandemic or the energy crisis.

The agreement comes at a time when global alliances are being tested. For the EU, the
decision to accept higher tariffs is a tactical choice, one made with full awareness of the
broader implications. Whether the entente holds in the long run remains to be seen, but for

now, Brussels is choosing security and stability over economic pride.
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