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Japan and U.S. Deepen Nuclear Contingency
Planning Amid Rising Threats in East Asia

July 27, 2025

Categories: Defence & Security

|

’Jv [edls "I.' ‘

filfiy i

Download IPFS

TOKYO, Japan, and the United States have quietly stepped up coordination over nuclear
weapons contingency planning, signaling a more assertive posture in the face of growing
military threats from China, North Korea, and Russia. According to sources familiar with the
matter, the allies have for the first time openly discussed the potential use of American

nuclear arms under extended deterrence provisions.



This shift marks a significant evolution in the bilateral defense relationship. While Japan
remains publicly committed to the nuclear disarmament legacy shaped by the devastating
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945, it continues to rely on the U.S. nuclear

umbrella for national security.

In recent years, both nations have conducted multiple tabletop exercises designed to
simulate conflict scenarios in East Asia where nuclear escalation becomes a possibility.
The exercises, held under the banner of extended deterrence dialogue, were meant to
strengthen joint strategic planning and ensure alignment on possible courses of action in

the event of a regional crisis.

Strategic Focus on Regional Stability

The renewed focus comes as China’s aggressive military expansion in the Taiwan Strait and
South China Sea, along with North Korea’s accelerating missile and nuclear development,

have triggered widespread concern among Indo-Pacific allies.

According to diplomatic sources, the latest discussions addressed not only operational
aspects of potential nuclear use but also sensitive matters such as public communication,
civil preparedness, and intelligence-sharing limits. The U.S. reportedly reassured Tokyo of
its continued commitment to regional stability under Article 5 of the U.S.-Japan Security

Treaty, which obliges the United States to defend Japan against armed attacks.

In a December 2024 announcement, the two countries released new extended deterrence
guidelines for the first time. While the specific contents remain classified due to national
security concerns, a senior Japanese Foreign Ministry official confirmed that the framework
includes procedures for how both nations would respond if the U.S. were compelled to use

nuclear weapons.

While some may view Japan’s involvement in such talks as contradictory to its pacifist
constitution, defense experts argue that clarity in planning reduces risk. With adversaries

growing bolder, ambiguity is no longer seen as a viable deterrent.

As Japan’s national defense strategy continues to evolve, the public remains divided over
how far the country should go in embracing hard power. Nevertheless, the reality of regional

instability is driving Tokyo to take a more proactive role in its alliance with Washington.



For now, the U.S. commitment to defending Japan, including with its nuclear capabilities,
remains unwavering. Whether Japan will eventually seek a more independent nuclear
posture remains a subject of debate, but for the time being, the two allies are focused on

ensuring the credibility of their joint deterrence framework.



