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rthumberland gem, Newbiggin-by-the-Sea has now earned the
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Once an under-the-radar No
UK’s most affordable seaside town title. With house prices averaging just £132,863,
according to Lloyds Banking Group’s Coastal Homes Review, the peaceful coastal retreat is

fast becoming a top choice for those looking to escape urban life without sacrificing beauty

or community.

Nestled along the Northeast coast, Newbiggin-by-the-Sea blends historic charm with

rugged natural appeal. Known for its expansive beach, dramatic sunsets, and friendly locals,
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it is drawing in not just retirees but younger families and business owners in search of a
slower pace of life. Unlike some tourist-heavy destinations, the town remains grounded in its

roots, balancing old fishing heritage and hopeful regeneration.

A former port and coal mining hub, Newbiggin’s character is deeply connected to its
maritime past. That history is honoured today at the town’s Maritime Centre, which stands
proudly overlooking the sea. Its main high street, lined with independent shops and local
cafés, is a far cry from the homogenised chains of city centres. Among the newcomers is
Daisy, a seamstress who runs Daisy Stays — Dressmaking and Design. She and her husband
moved from Tynemouth after their café closed during the COVID-19 (Coronavirus Disease
2019) pandemic. “Life here is like how it used to be when | was young,” she told The

Chronicle, reflecting on the town’s timeless coastal appeal.

It's not just the town’s charm that’s winning over newcomers. Housing affordability is a key
factor for many relocating from the South. Compared to Dorset’s Sandbanks, where the
average property price hovers close to £1 million, Newbiggin offers exceptional value for a
slice of seaside living. This contrast has put the town firmly on the map for those seeking

retirement spots or investment opportunities.

Coastal Community

Despite its affordable status, Newbiggin doesn’t feel neglected. There’s a strong sense of
community and local pride. While working on a 50-year-old boat restoration project,
Fisherman Carlon Warwick spoke of the closeness among villages in Northumberland.

“We’'re all friends,” he said, while preparing the boat for its next adventure.

Local entrepreneur Wayne Rigg has taken a bold approach to reviving the southern end of
the promenade with his Needle’s Eye Café, constructed from three shipping containers.
Complete with a sauna and paddle-boarding access, it has been welcomed by locals as a
much-needed addition. Wayne plans to expand with a tapas-style eatery across the bay.
“The town was left behind while other parts of Northumberland were seeing investment,” he
said, adding that he hopes to see more meaningful support from both the public and private

sectors in the future.

Newbiggin’s marine life also contributes to its charm. John Lord, a member of the local
dolphin-watching group, described the mental health benefits of their coastal hobby. “We've

spotted dolphins, humpbacks, sometimes 30 or 40 at a time. It's changed our lives.”
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As more people look to leave behind high costs and urban chaos, places like Newbiggin-by-
the-Sea are proving there is still room in Britain for affordable, beautiful living, where the sea

greets you at every street’s end and community isn’t just a word but a way of life.
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