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The UK Government’s newly launched industrial strategy has been met with enthusiasm

from Scottish leaders, who see it as a pivotal moment for investment, innovation, and long-
term economic growth. Scottish Secretary lan Murray described the strategy as offering
“brilliant opportunities” for Scotland, highlighting its central role in the UK’'s economic

transition.

The comprehensive 160-page document, unveiled by Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer,

outlines eight high-growth sectors, including artificial intelligence, offshore wind, and



electric vehicle battery production. Scotland features prominently in the plan, with key
commitments such as a £750 million supercomputer facility in Edinburgh and £200 million

for the Acorn carbon capture and storage project in Aberdeenshire.

Further funding includes £30 million for Scotland’s thriving video games sector and an
additional £30 million in research and development support for each devolved nation.
According to Murray, these investments are expected to drive job creation, regional

regeneration, and upskilling across the Scottish workforce.

Scottish Labour leader Anas Sarwar praised the strategy for its targeted focus on raising
wages, increasing living standards, and unlocking Scotland’s economic potential. “Labour’s
industrial strategy delivers the growth we need while positioning Scotland at the forefront of

future-facing industries,” he said.

First Minister John Swinney welcomed the focus on investment but emphasised Scotland’s
existing economic strengths. Citing ten consecutive years as the top UK region for inward
investment outside of London and the southeast, Swinney underlined the success of
Scotland’s independent industrial approach in partnership with universities and

development agencies.

As the UK embarks on a renewed industrial path, alignment between UK-wide and devolved
strategies will be crucial. With strong foundations and fresh investment, Scotland is well

positioned to lead in a new era of sustainable and innovation-driven growth.



