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As global headlines focus on climate change, rising costs, and economic uncertainty, small
businesses across the United Kingdom are quietly leading a green shift, driven not by top-

down directives but by a deep sense of local responsibility.

A new report by Novuna Business Finance, titled “Global Local: Small Business and
Sustainability in a Changing World,” paints an encouraging picture of how small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) are responding to the environmental challenges of our

time.
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While major corporations and governments often dominate sustainability discussions, this
report shows that real action is also happening on the ground, led by local businesses that

know their communities and care deeply about their impact.
Doing More with Less

Despite facing significant obstacles such as rising energy costs (cited by 55% of
businesses), unpredictable government policy (48%), and inflation and interest rate

concerns (40%, many small business owners are still finding creative ways to go green.

For some, the motivation isn’'t a government mandate or a corporate ESG target. It's their
customers, neighbors, and staff. These are businesses deeply rooted in their local areas,

and their efforts reflect a genuine desire to leave the world better than they found it.

“Small businesses may not have the big budgets of multinationals,” said Jo Morris, Head of
Insight at Novuna Business Finance, “but they have something just as powerful: community

connection and a strong sense of purpose.”
Real Stories, Real Impact

The report features inspiring case studies from three small businesses making meaningful

changes:

= Sea Change Wine, which integrates sustainability into its packaging and supply chain
= Cambridge Building Services, focusing on eco-friendly construction practices
= BilinguaSing, a children’s education provider that's embedding sustainability into

everyday learning

These businesses, though operating in completely different sectors, share a common goal:

to protect the environment while strengthening their ties to their communities.

Their stories are also shared on The Sustainable Business Podcast, giving voice to the

everyday entrepreneurs making a difference without fanfare.

A Grassroots Green Movement

At a time when global pressures can make progress feel overwhelming, the Novuna report is

a reminder that sustainable change doesn’t always need to start from the top. Small
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businesses are showing that even with limited resources, it's possible to make a big impact,

especially when that impact starts close to home.

As the world looks for answers to its environmental problems, perhaps the most powerful
solutions are being quietly built, shop by shop, by people who care not just about profit but

about the planet.
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