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As part of World Anti–Human Trafficking Week, authorities in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh,
partnered with local civic organizations to raise awareness among students about the
dangers of online child exploitation. The outreach session, attended by approximately 130
students, focused on community vigilance, digital safety, and early intervention measures to
protect minors from potential trafficking risks.

Prayagraj Holds Anti–Human Trafficking
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Prayagraj Police officials, along with representatives from social service groups, delivered
presentations explaining how human traffickers increasingly exploit online platforms to
target vulnerable children. Students were educated about warning signs of grooming, the
dangers of sharing personal information online, and the importance of reporting suspicious
activity immediately.

Law enforcement officers stressed that combating trafficking requires active cooperation
between police, schools, families, and the wider community. “Preventing trafficking is not
just the responsibility of law enforcement; it starts with awareness and early reporting by
those closest to the potential victim,” an official noted during the session.

The awareness program also highlighted the role of digital literacy in prevention efforts.
Organizers encouraged students to use privacy settings on social media, avoid engaging
with strangers online, and inform trusted adults if they encounter inappropriate
communication. By equipping young people with this knowledge, authorities aim to reduce
the risk of minors being lured into exploitation through online channels.

Human trafficking, as defined by the United Nations (UN), involves the recruitment,
transportation, transfer, harboring, or receipt of persons through force, fraud, or coercion for
exploitation. In India, the Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act and other legal provisions
criminalize trafficking and related activities, with law enforcement agencies actively working
to address both physical and cyber-enabled offenses.

The event forms part of a broader effort by Prayagraj authorities to strengthen community-
level defenses against trafficking. By focusing on education and outreach, the initiative
seeks to create a network of informed citizens who can help identify and report risks before
exploitation occurs.

The program concluded with an interactive question-and-answer session, allowing
students to share their concerns and clarify doubts. Civic group members distributed
informational materials and helpline numbers, ensuring participants left with practical tools
to protect themselves and their peers.

Authorities indicated that similar awareness sessions will continue in other schools and
community centers, reinforcing the message that prevention and early detection are key in
the fight against human trafficking.
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