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UK Government ‘Closely Watching’ £120
Million Legal Claim Against Vodafone
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The United Kingdom government is closely monitoring a £120 million

legal claim brought against Vodafone by a UAE-based telecoms
company, as the case raises concerns over the country’s investment

climate and regulatory practices.



The lawsuit, filed by Farida Group in the UK’s High Court, accuses
Vodafone of allegedly obstructing the company’s expansion plans and
failing to honour commercial commitments relating to their business
dealings in Ghana. Farida Group claims it was promised a stake in
Vodafone’s Ghanaian operations, but that the British firm instead diverted
the opportunity to a rival entity, effectively cutting Farida out of a

potentially lucrative agreement.

According to court documents, Farida alleges that Vodafone “reneged on
assurances” made during negotiations and misused its market
dominance to exclude the group from participating in strategic
opportunities. The claim, which is being pursued under English
commercial law, is expected to test the legal boundaries of corporate
accountability in cross-border ventures involving multinational firms and

local partners.

While Vodafone has denied any wrongdoing, the case is drawing
significant political and business attention. The Department for Business
and Trade has reportedly been briefed on the matter and is said to be
monitoring developments closely due to the potential implications for

investor confidence and the UK’s reputation as a legal jurisdiction.

The matter also touches on the broader geopolitical context of the United
Kingdom’s commercial activity in Africa, particularly amid growing
competition from other global players for influence and investment
opportunities across the continent. Legal experts have noted that the
case could set a precedent for how international business disputes
involving British firms are handled in the UK courts, particularly where

emerging-market investors allege unfair treatment or breach of contract.



Vodafone, a leading global telecommunications provider headquartered
in the UK, has operated in Ghana for over a decade. The company sold its
majority stake in Vodafone Ghana in 2023 to Telecel Group, a move that

was reportedly unrelated to the current dispute.

Farida Group is seeking damages of up to £120 million, which includes
compensation for lost business, legal costs, and reputational harm. The
High Court is expected to begin procedural hearings later this year,

although a full trial date has yet to be set.

The case remains ongoing and could have broader implications for
transparency and accountability in UK-based multinational business

operations.



