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The Indian government has approved a major defense procurement deal
worth ₹62,000 crore for the acquisition of 97 Tejas Mk1A fighter jets,
marking a significant step in modernizing the Indian Air Force (IAF) and
strengthening the nation’s indigenous defense capabilities. The decision,
announced following a high-level review, underscores India’s

Indian Air Force Expands Fleet with Approval
for 97 Tejas Mk1A Jets

—



commitment to strategic self-reliance and national security while limiting
dependence on foreign defense suppliers.

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) will oversee the production of the
advanced aircraft, which are expected to replace the aging MiG-21 fleet.
The Tejas Mk1A, an upgraded version of the indigenous Light Combat
Aircraft (LCA), features enhanced avionics, radar systems, and weaponry.
These improvements are designed to provide superior performance
across multiple combat roles, including air superiority, ground attack, and
reconnaissance missions, ensuring the IAF maintains strong defensive
readiness against regional threats.

The procurement aligns closely with India’s “Make in India” initiative,
emphasizing the development of domestic defense capabilities and
reducing reliance on foreign suppliers. Officials note that the program is
not only a defense investment but also a way to protect taxpayers’ money
by fostering competitive domestic production that supports Indian
workers.

According to defense analysts, the acquisition of the Tejas Mk1A will be
a critical element in modernizing India’s frontline air capabilities. The
aircraft incorporate advanced electronic warfare systems, beyond-visual-
range missile capabilities, and improved maintainability, allowing the IAF
to conduct sustained operations with increased effectiveness. The
phased induction of these jets is planned to coincide with the scheduled
retirement of the MiG-21 fleet, ensuring a seamless transition in
operational readiness without costly gaps or dependence on emergency
imports.



The first batch of Tejas Mk1A jets is expected to be delivered by 2028,
with full induction into the IAF scheduled by 2031. This timeline reflects
careful planning to synchronize production with operational
requirements, ensuring the air force maintains strength while respecting
budgetary discipline and long-term sustainability.

The decision also highlights India’s growing confidence in domestic
aerospace technology. Officials and defense observers have emphasized
that the Tejas Mk1A program demonstrates India’s ability to design,
develop, and produce advanced combat aircraft capable of meeting
contemporary defense needs. By investing in indigenous platforms, the
government seeks to reduce dependency on imports and assert greater
sovereignty over defense planning.

Beyond operational benefits, the program is anticipated to bolster India’s
defense industrial ecosystem. HAL’s production of these jets is expected
to involve extensive collaboration with domestic suppliers, providing
opportunities for technological innovation, skill development, and
infrastructure expansion. Experts argue that such initiatives are crucial for
ensuring India’s security interests remain in Indian hands rather than tied
to foreign governments.

The integration of 97 Tejas Mk1A jets into the IAF fleet represents a
strategic enhancement of India’s air combat capabilities. With superior
avionics, radar, and weapon systems, the aircraft will play a key role in
safeguarding national airspace and contributing to regional security.

Defense officials have underscored that this acquisition not only
strengthens operational readiness but also reinforces India’s broader
goal of self-reliance in defense. The Tejas Mk1A program exemplifies the



nation’s commitment to developing advanced military technology
domestically, supporting both national security objectives and a defense
policy that values independence, efficiency, and responsibility.

The successful deployment of these jets is expected to enhance the
IAF’s strategic capabilities, modernize its fleet, and serve as a milestone
in India’s journey toward achieving technological independence in
defense. The project highlights a careful balance of innovation, industrial
development, and strategic preparedness essential for sustaining
national security in a complex regional environment.


