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A Royal Air Force (RAF) C‑17A Globemaster III was seen circling over
Norfolk for more than two hours this week, prompting interest among
residents. The aircraft, operated by 99 Squadron from RAF Brize Norton in
Oxfordshire, is part of the UK’s elite heavy-lift fleet and was likely
undertaking routine operational training.

RAF C‑17A Conducts Prolonged Flight Over
Norfolk Amid Routine Operations
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The Boeing-built C‑17A is a key asset in the RAF’s strategic transport
capability, able to carry over 45 tonnes (45,360 kilograms) of cargo. Its
design enables long-range flights and landings on short, unprepared
runways, which are critical in both combat and humanitarian scenarios.
While no official statement has been released, aviation observers believe
the aircraft was either engaged in a navigational sortie, crew proficiency
training, or preparing for deployment.

Local reports noted the aircraft remained visible for a considerable
period, circling at a relatively low altitude. Such manoeuvres are common
when RAF crews are completing flying hours, testing systems, or
practising approach procedures. The flight path, while drawing curiosity,
aligns with normal RAF training protocols.

RAF Brize Norton serves as the UK’s principal air transport hub, and 99
Squadron has played a pivotal role in numerous missions, including
operations in Afghanistan and Iraq, disaster relief in the Philippines, and
the 2021 evacuation from Kabul. The C‑17A’s flexibility and rapid
deployment capabilities make it a cornerstone of the RAF’s global reach.

Recent missions have included participation in Operation Highmast,
where a C‑17A supported the Royal Navy’s Carrier Strike Group in its
Indo-Pacific operations. These examples underscore the aircraft’s
ongoing importance in both defence and diplomacy. Although such
flights may catch the public’s attention, they are a standard aspect of
maintaining the UK’s strategic air readiness and operational reliability.


