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Australia’s national netball team, the Diamonds, will host South Africa in a highly anticipated
Test match this September in Bendigo, promising a regional sporting spectacle for fans.

The Australian Diamonds, the national netball team of Australia, are set to bring world-class
action to regional Victoria as they face South Africa in a much-anticipated Test match in
Bendigo. Scheduled for September 29 at the Bendigo Stadium, this international clash
promises to be a thrilling encounter and a major win for regional sports fans.

Netball Australia confirmed that the Bendigo showdown is part of the team’s preparations
ahead of the 2026 Commonwealth Games. The match is not only a key step in their
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competitive calendar but also a strategic effort to connect with communities outside major
cities and expand the reach of netball across the country.

This will be the first time the Diamonds play in Bendigo, making it a landmark event for the
local region.Stacey Marinkovich, head coach of the Australian Diamonds, expressed her
excitement about taking the team to Bendigo. She highlighted the importance of engaging
with fans in regional areas and providing more Australians with the chance to see their
national team live in action.

Local leaders have also welcomed the announcement, seeing it as a chance to showcase
Bendigo’s growing reputation as a host for major sporting events. The event is supported by
the Victorian Government and Netball Victoria, reflecting a shared goal of promoting
community participation and bringing elite sport closer to regional residents
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