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As Pakistan marks its /79th year, the country faces renewed calls for reform. Policymakers
continue to announce development roadmaps and pledge new initiatives, but experts warn
that without strengthening governance and institutions, sustainable economic progress will

remain out of reach.

Analysts highlight that Pakistan’s institutions, ranging from the civil service and judiciary to
regulatory bodies and law enforcement, are central to the economy. However, persistent
corruption, weak enforcement, and bureaucratic inefficiencies hinder growth. Policies alone,

they note, cannot succeed if the systems implementing them are compromised.

The country’s youth, who make up nearly 65 percent of the population, are particularly
affected. Many struggle to access quality education, job opportunities, and fair treatment in
business. Young professionals and entrepreneurs often face systemic hurdles such as

inconsistent regulations, a lack of transparency, and limited merit-based opportunities.

Women remain underrepresented in leadership, business, and governance. Experts argue
that their inclusion is not only a matter of fairness but also an economic necessity.
Unlocking women’s potential could significantly boost productivity and resilience across

sectors.

Pakistan’s global position adds another dimension. As a nuclear power with strong strategic
ties to countries such as China, Saudi Arabia, and the United States, it commands
international attention. Yet observers stress that diplomatic recognition and military strength

must be matched by civilian institutional reform to ensure lasting stability.
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The Pakistani diaspora, contributing billions in annual remittances, also plays a crucial role.

However, many overseas Pakistanis remain disconnected from the country’s economic
landscape, citing weak governance and lack of opportunity as barriers to greater
engagement. Strengthening institutions could encourage investment from abroad while

fostering a stronger civic identity among global communities.

Examples of progress exist. Industrial expansion in agriculture-linked sectors and modern
infrastructure projects show that Pakistan can deliver when governance is prioritised.

However, experts caution that such achievements remain exceptions rather than the rule.

Moving forward, reform advocates recommend transparent digital systems for taxation and

the judiciary, independent regulatory appointments, and police reforms to build public trust.

Education reforms that reward merit over influence are also viewed as essential for

empowering the next generation.
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