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Pakistan has failed to meet three of five critical benchmarks set by the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) for its S7 billion bailout program,
jeopardizing the next tranche of vital funding. The shortcomings,
particularly in revenue collection and fiscal reforms, highlight Islamabad’s
ongoing struggle to stabilize its crumbling economy despite the stringent

conditions attached to the rescue package.
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Official reports indicate the government missed key tax revenue targets
and fell short on energy sector reforms — two pillars of the IMF’s
stabilization program. These failures come as Pakistan faces mounting
debt repayments and dwindling foreign reserves, with the missed
benchmarks potentially delaying the second review of the Extended Fund
Facility. The IMF had explicitly warned that compliance with structural

reforms was non-negotiable for continued support.

Economic analysts note this development exposes Pakistan’s chronic
inability to implement tough fiscal measures. While the government
blames political instability and external shocks, critics argue that pootr
governance and resistance to meaningful reform remain root causes. The
revenue shortfalls are particularly concerning, suggesting either weak tax
administration or deliberate underperformance by entrenched interests

resisting transparency.

With the IMF’s patience wearing thin, Pakistan stands at an economic
crossroads. The program’s potential derailment could trigger currency
devaluation, inflation spikes, and further credit rating downgrades. As
global lenders demand accountability rather than promises, Pakistani
officials must choose between painful reforms today or catastrophic
collapse tomorrow. The coming weeks will reveal whether Islamabad can
muster the political will to salvage its financial lifeline or risk plunging into

a deeper crisis.
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