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The U.S. Army launches a comprehensive campaign to enhance
integrated air, missile, and space defenses. Led by Lt. Gen. Sean Gainey
of the Space and Missile Defense Command, the initiative addresses
growing threats from near-peer adversaries and unfolds amid rising
strategic competition.

U.S. Army Launches Integrated Air, Missile,
and Space Defense Modernization

—



The modernization effort emphasizes deployment of AI-enabled systems,
expansion of counter-space capabilities, and improved coordination
across air, missile, and space domains. The Army commits to enhancing
force structure by fielding new Patriot battalions equipped with advanced
Lower-Tier Air-and-Missile Defense Sensor radars, alongside Indirect
Fire Protection Capability units and Counter-Unmanned Aircraft Systems
batteries.

In addition, the Army will introduce the 40D Space Operations Military
Occupational Specialty in October, its first enlisted role focused solely
on space operations. This new specialty will integrate space capabilities
into corps-level training and exercises, boosting integration and
readiness.

Lt. Gen. Gainey references the 2040 Air and Missile Defense Strategy to
explain the Army’s future direction. He emphasizes that future formations
will become “leaner, faster, and more lethal,” relying on modular, tailorable
units capable of operating across diverse terrain in collaboration with
joint and allied forces. Gainey underscores the Army’s proactive stance,
stating, “We are not waiting for solutions to come to us. We are creating
them, because air and missile defense is the Army’s offensive line.”

The strategy reflects hard-won lessons from recent conflicts in Ukraine
and the Middle East, which demonstrated the need for layered, resilient
air defense systems. Army leaders stress that these capabilities will form
a critical foundation for homeland defense, in coordination with U.S.
Northern Command, Space Command, and the Missile Defense Agency.

As the strategic landscape evolves, the Army positions itself to meet
emerging threats through modernization, AI-driven decision-making, and



enhanced interoperability. The rollout of these initiatives signifies a shift
toward a more agile and integrated air, missile, and space defense
posture to support national and allied readiness.


