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Massive Earthquake in Russia Triggers
Widespread Pacific Tsunami Alerts
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A powerful magnitude 8.8 earthquake struck off Russia’s Kamchatka Peninsula on
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Tuesday, triggering destructive tsunami waves and prompting evacuation orders across
the Pacific, including parts of Japan and Hawaii. Emergency authorities advised residents
in low-lying coastal areas to evacuate immediately as precautionary measures were

swiftly enforced.

The quake, centered 74 miles southeast of Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky and at a shallow
depth of just 12 miles (19.3 kilometers), caused widespread shaking across Russia’s Far
East. According to the Russian Academy of Sciences, it was the strongest seismic event
to hit the Kamchatka region since 1952. Kamchatka Governor Vladimir Solodov

described it as “the most powerful in decades.”

Tsunami waves as high as 13 feet (4 meters) were recorded in the area. Sergei Lebedey,
the regional minister for emergency situations, confirmed the waves and called on
residents to stay away from coastal zones. Russia’s Ministry for Emergency Services
reported partial flooding in Severo-Kurilsk and damage to a kindergarten, though most
infrastructure held firm, and no fatalities have been reported. Several individuals

sustained minor injuries during the panic, according to regional health authorities.

Japan’s Meteorological Agency warned of waves up to 10 feet (3 meters) reaching its
Pacific coast, leading to mass evacuations. Residents were seen seeking higher ground
and sheltering on rooftops, particularly in Hokkaido. Although no damage or radiation
concerns were reported at nuclear sites, precautionary evacuations were carried out at
the Fukushima Daiichi plant, which had previously experienced a catastrophic meltdown
during the 2011 disaster.

In the United States, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)'s U.S.
Tsunami Warning System issued alerts for Hawaii, Alaska, and the Pacific Coast. The
Honolulu Department of Emergency Management issued an urgent HNL (Honolulu) Alert
advising residents in primary evacuation zones to move to higher ground or upper
building levels. Evacuations in affected Hawaiian coastal areas were enforced as tsunami

refuge sites opened.

President Donald Trump addressed the situation, urging Americans to remain vigilant: “A
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Tsunami Warning is in effect for those living in Hawaii... Stay strong and stay safe.”

The Kamchatka region lies on the Pacific Ring of Fire, a highly active tectonic zone
notorious for frequent earthquakes and volcanic activity. Officials continue to monitor

aftershocks, though experts say the likelihood of further large quakes is low.

As of now, emergency response teams remain on high alert throughout the Pacific basin.
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