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In a significant development in the ongoing investigation into infant deaths at the Countess
of Chester Hospital, three former senior leaders have been arrested on suspicion of gross
negligence manslaughter. The arrests relate to a series of deaths and non-fatal collapses in
the hospital’s neonatal unit during 2015 and 2016, coinciding with the period when nurse
Lucy Letby was employed there.

Letby, who was convicted in 2023 of murdering seven infants and attempting to murder
seven others, is serving 15 whole-life sentences. Her conviction followed evidence that she
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inflicted harm on vulnerable newborns through methods including injecting air into their
bloodstreams and poisoning with insulin. However, the recent arrests of hospital executives
suggest a wider inquiry into potential systemic failings within the institution.

Cheshire Police have confirmed that the individuals, all members of the hospital’s senior
leadership team during the relevant period, were questioned and subsequently released on
bail. The police emphasized that these arrests do not affect Letby’s convictions but focus
on alleged gross negligence, as well as a separate investigation into potential corporate
manslaughter linked to the hospital’s response to rising infant fatalities.

Adding complexity to the case, an independent international panel of 26 medical experts
recently challenged key aspects of the original trial. Their review, published in the British
Medical Journal, concluded there was no conclusive medical evidence of murder, instead
attributing many of the infant collapses to natural causes or failures in medical care. The
panel highlighted significant concerns regarding delays in diagnosis and treatment, and the
strain placed on hospital staff.

Former UK Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt has called for an urgent reexamination of the
case, stressing the importance of uncovering the full truth for affected families and to
prevent future tragedies. Letby’s legal team has similarly urged a comprehensive public
inquiry into the hospital’s neonatal and pediatric care services.

A government-led public inquiry is currently underway and is expected to publish its
findings in early 2026. Meanwhile, Cheshire Police continue to investigate deaths and
injuries at both the Countess of Chester Hospital and Liverpool Women’s Hospital, where
Letby completed training placements.

The Countess of Chester Hospital has declined to comment due to the ongoing police
investigations and the forthcoming public inquiry. This latest development marks a critical
phase in what remains a highly complex and sensitive case, raising important questions
about institutional oversight, patient safety, and medical accountability.
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