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In a significant development, four individuals aligned with the pro—Palestinian group
Palestine Action are set to face trial in January 2027 for their alleged roles in a breach of
RAF Brize Norton, a key Royal Air Force base in Oxfordshire. The activists, identified as
Lewie Chiaramello (22), Jony Cink (24), Amy Gardiner-Gibson (29), and Daniel Jeronymides-
Norie (36), are accused of infiltrating the secure facility on 21 June 2025 and defacing two
Voyager aircraft with red paint. The aircraft, critical for refuelling and transport operations,

reportedly sustained damages estimated at £5.3 million.
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The incident, orchestrated by Palestine Action, was a protest against the UK’s foreign policy
stance towards lIsrael. The group has long been vocal about its opposition, claiming
Britain’s military and political support fuels conflict in the region. However, their methods
have drawn sharp criticism, with authorities alleging the breach endangered national

security and caused substantial financial harm.

At a preliminary hearing at London’s Old Bailey on Friday, the four defendants faced charges
of conspiracy to enter a prohibited place with intent to prejudice the safety or interests of
the UK, alongside conspiracy to commit criminal damage. No pleas were entered during the
brief session, with the court scheduling the full trial for early 2027. The delay underscores
the delicate balance between safeguarding national security and upholding the fundamental

right to protest.

The timing of the incident coincides with heightened scrutiny of Palestine Action. On 5 July
2025, British MPs voted to designate Palestine Action as a proscribed organisation under
anti-terrorism laws, a move that has sparked fierce debate. Palestine Action has branded the
decision “authoritarian,” arguing it stifles legitimate dissent. In a statement issued after the
vote, the group vowed to challenge the ban, with a judicial review scheduled for 21 July
2025 at London’s High Court. “This is an attack on free expression and our right to oppose
injustice,” a Palestine Action spokesperson declared, as reported in a recent interview with

The Independent.

Critics of the current Labour government contend that the proscription signals a broader
pattern of heavy-handed tactics aimed at suppressing activism. While the government
defends the decision as necessary for public safety, opponents claim it risks alienating
communities and escalating tensions. The timing of the ban, just weeks before the High

Court challenge, adds further fuel to an already polarised debate.

The incident at RAF Brize Norton has reignited debate over how best to balance national
security with the right to lawful protest. While Palestine Action insists its actions were
symbolic, aimed at exposing Britain’s complicity in international conflicts, the significant
damage to military assets has bolstered calls for stricter enforcement. The trial’'s outcome in
2027 will likely set a precedent for how such cases are handled, with implications for both

activists and policymakers.

As the legal process unfolds, the case serves as a stark reminder of the challenges facing a

nation navigating complex geopolitical alliances and domestic dissent. With public opinion
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divided, the courtroom showdown promises to be as contentious as the act that sparked it.
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