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Democrats Condemn Texas Senator Over FBI
Role Claims in Lawmakers’ Search
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Democratic leaders and state ofﬁcie;ls-F\.arply criticized Senator John
Cornyn after he claimed the FBI (Federal Bureau of Investigation) will
assist in locating Texas Democratic legislators who fled the state to
block a Republican-backed redistricting vote. Cornyn says FBI Director
Kash Patel agreed to help find the lawmakers, though this has not been

independently confirmed, and the FBI has declined to comment. Federal



authorities emphasize that no arrests are planned and no charges have

been filed against the legislators.

The Texas Democrats left the state earlier this year to deny the
Republican majority the quorum required to pass the controversial
redistricting plan. Their absence sparked a high-profile political standoff
that raised questions over the use of law enforcement in political

disputes.

Representative John Bucy, currently in lllinois, along with other absent
lawmakers, strongly condemns Cornyn’s suggestion. He calls the idea of
deploying federal law enforcement against political opponents “the tactic
of a collapsing regime” and warns that such moves threaten democratic
norms. Bucy argues that elected officials should be able to exercise their

political rights without fear of intimidation or legal reprisal.

lllinois Governor JB Pritzker, whose state has become a temporary refuge
for the Texas legislators, responds with measured humor. While
welcoming the FBI to the lllinois State Fair, he clarifies that the agency is
not pursuing the lawmakers since they have not broken any laws.
Pritzkers comments highlight the stark political tensions surrounding the
case while underscoring the absence of legal grounds for federal

intervention.

At the national level, House Democratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries criticizes
the proposed FBI involvement as a dangerous misuse of law
enforcement resources. He argues that federal agencies should prioritize
genuine security threats and not be employed as tools to intimidate or
silence political opposition. Jeffries frames the situation as part of a

broader trend towards politicizing federal institutions for partisan gain.



Legal experts also push back on the senator’s claims, stressing that the
federal government lacks the constitutional authority to interfere in state
legislative affairs without a clear legal basis. David Froomkin, a law
professor at the University of Houston, says, “Federal government
intrusion into a state’s process of self-government should only occur with
clear constitutional warrant. In this instance, there is no legal justification

for such intervention.”

This episode exposes the growing clash between state sovereignty and
federal authority amid increasingly partisan battles over redistricting. It
raises critical questions about the proper limits of federal power and the
preservation of democratic processes in highly contested political

environments.



