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Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer’s first months in office are being defined less by optimism
and more by mounting criticism over his leadership style and policy reversals. Initially
viewed as a steady hand, Starmer is now facing accusations of inconsistency, weak
decision-making, and a failure to connect with the public.

Despite the historic symbolism of being the first son of a toolmaker to reach Downing
Street, Starmer has failed to inspire a groundswell of public support. Notably, no baby
boys were named “Keir” after his election. Unlike previous premiers such as Boris
Johnson, Rishi Sunak, and even Liz Truss, whose names saw a modest increase in
popularity. Names like Tony, Gordon and Clement have remained more enduring.

Domestically, Starmer has reversed course on key pledges, including winter fuel
payments, welfare reform, and policies to combat grooming gangs. These U-turns have
attracted criticism from both the public and his supporters. Footballer and Labour backer
Gary Neville publicly challenged Starmer’s tax policy, a signal of rising frustration within
the party’s traditional base.

His communication strategy has also been under scrutiny. Attempts to balance firm
rhetoric with rapid retreat have left his messaging unclear. One week, he warns Britain
risks becoming an “island of strangers,” the next, he walks back the tone. A July poll
placed his approval rating at -43, highlighting a notable decline in public trust.

On the international front, Starmer’s performance has done little to boost his reputation.
During a joint press conference in Scotland’s Turnberry with former U.S. President Donald
Trump, Starmer appeared reserved and unassertive. Trump dominated the 72-minute
exchange, drawing comparisons between Starmer and Theresa May—but with less
composure.

When Trump criticised London Mayor Sadiq Khan for rising crime in the capital, Starmer’s
vague response—“he’s a friend of mine”—fell flat. Trump’s blunt statement, “I think he’s
done a terrible job,” highlighted the contrast between the two leaders’ communication
styles.
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Starmer’s foreign policy has drawn similar criticism. His pledge to recognise Palestinian
statehood at the United Nations in September, regardless of whether Hamas releases
hostages, sparked immediate backlash. Downing Street later attempted to clarify the
UK’s position, insisting that hostage release “must” occur while also urging Israel to
cease operations. Legal experts have since warned that the policy may violate
international protocols on recognition.

This follows a broader pattern. While advocating for the return of the British-controlled
Chagos Islands to Mauritius based on a non-binding International Court of Justice (ICJ)
opinion, Starmer appears selective when applying legal principles elsewhere. Critics
argue this is not principled diplomacy but reactive politics aimed at satisfying internal
party factions.

His much-publicised “Brexit reset” has yielded few substantive gains. Allowing UK
citizens to use passport e-gates in Europe offers minimal benefit and remains subject to
change. For some, it signals a lack of assertiveness in defending national interests.

Challenges from within his party, including Jeremy Corbyn’s new movement, and protest
votes from disaffected communities are also mounting. Meanwhile, the Conservative
opposition is intensifying its attack, painting Starmer as more concerned with optics than
with strong leadership.

In a period demanding clarity and decisiveness, Starmer’s tenure is increasingly defined
by hesitation. Rather than ushering in a bold new era, the Labour leader risks becoming a
symbol of ambiguity and missed opportunities, both at home and abroad.


