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One year after a fatal stabbing at a children’s event in Southport, British authorities have
intensified efforts to tackle a growing youth knife crime crisis, launching a weapons amnesty

and pushing forward new enforcement measures.

Youth coach and knife crime survivor Amani Simpson believes despair and detachment are
major threats. “Young people feel displaced and disengaged... those things need to be

uprooted,” he said, urging a national approach that combines education, intervention, and
enforcement.
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Additionally, campaigners argue that tougher policing must be matched by long-term
prevention. Amanda Marlow, from the Safety Centre, says poverty, gang exploitation, and
fear are major drivers. “Some young people see carrying a knife as the only way to stay

safe,” she explained.

The government has responded by funding youth hubs in high-risk areas, offering mental
health and employment support to those vulnerable to violence. Eight hubs have launched
so far, with 50 planned by 2029.

Victims’ families are also taking action. Martin Cosser, whose son Charlie was stabbed to
death at a party, founded the charity Charlie’s Promise, which has since reached 41,000
young people. “Nothing brings my little boy home,” he said. “But we have to understand why

kids are carrying knives in the first place.”

On July 29, 2024, 19-year-old Axel Rudakubana attacked a Taylor Swift-themed dance
party in Southport, leaving three girls dead and ten others injured. Described as having an
obsession with violence and genocide, Rudakubana’s brutal assault marked one of the
worst knife attacks in recent UK history. A public inquiry into the killings has since opened,
initially focusing on his actions before shifting to the wider issue of youth involvement in

violent crime.

Since the tragedy, the government has banned zombie knives and ninja swords, introduced
stricter age checks for knife purchases, and warned social media platforms they could face
fines for hosting content promoting illegal weapons. A month-long knife amnesty campaign
is now underway, allowing young people to surrender blades at secure bins and mobile vans

without prosecution.

But while the crackdown signals a firmer stance, knife violence remains deeply embedded.
Home Office data shows 54,587 knife offences were recorded in England and Wales last
year, up 2 percent from 2023 and 87 percent higher than a decade ago. Of the 262 knife-
related deaths reported in the year to March 2024, 57 victims were under 25. Kitchen knives

were the most commonly used weapon.

Youth offenders are a growing concern. Ministry of Justice figures show that more than
3,200 children aged 10 to 17 were either cautioned or sentenced for knife-related crimes in
the last year. In some communities, law enforcement has resorted to targeted policing units

to deal with the rise in youth blade offences.
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The West Midlands Police’s Guardian Taskforce, for example, has focused on under-25s. In
June alone, officers patrolled for over 3,000 hours, conducted 366 stop-and-searches, and

confiscated 57 knives or similar weapons. “Every knife seized is a life saved,” said Inspector

Kate Jeffries.
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