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German Chancellor Friedrich Merz is visiting London to meet British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer and sign a comprehensive friendship treaty. This
visit underscores a renewed commitment among European powers amid
mounting global threats and rising doubts about long-standing
transatlantic alliances.

Merz Visits UK as Europe Unites on Shared
Security Concerns

—



The agreement marks Merz’s first official trip to the UK since taking office
in May. It follows closely on the heels of French President
Emmanuel Macron’s state visit, reflecting increasing alignment among the
European “E3” – the United Kingdom, Germany, and France – in response
to evolving geopolitical dynamics.

A central feature of the treaty is a mutual assistance clause designed to
reinforce defense cooperation, a response to Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. This builds on existing security pacts, including a previous deal
focused on developing long-range strike capabilities, and follows last
week’s Franco-British accords on nuclear deterrence. Germany is also
opening its first overseas defense-tech factory in Britain, in partnership
with Stark, to produce artificial intelligence (AI)-enhanced unmanned
systems.

The treaty goes beyond military matters. Both nations have agreed to
jointly combat smuggling and human trafficking. Germany will adopt new
legislation to criminalize facilitation of unauthorized migration to the UK,
giving law enforcement greater powers to investigate warehouses, seize
smugglers’ assets, and arrest facilitators, even if no migrants are present.
These measures aim to disrupt established smuggling networks that use
German logistics infrastructure to target small-boat crossings of the
Channel.

Officials emphasized that the treaty isn’t meant to replace NATO (North
Atlantic Treaty Organization) guarantees but rather to fill coordination
gaps created by Brexit and growing uncertainty about U.S. commitments.
Trade tensions following Donald Trump’s return to the White House have
amplified concerns over the reliability of America’s alliance in Europe.



Cultural and institutional ties are also being strengthened. The agreement
includes measures for visa-free school exchanges and a joint expert
group to explore broader academic, cultural, and scientific cooperation.
Discussions are underway about expanded rail connectivity via Eurostar
services to Germany.

Analysts suggest the treaty sends a clear signal: Europe is taking
strategic initiative amid unpredictable global currents. For Merz, the trip
also reinforces Germany’s leadership role in defense and economic
recovery, priorities that resonate with his centre-right coalition as it
confronts domestic political challenges and the rise of populist
opposition.

In summary, Merz’s visit, and the UK-Germany treaty represent a
significant step in consolidating European unity. By combining military
cooperation, migration control, and educational exchange under one
treaty, Brussels’s major capitals are charting a path toward deeper post-
Brexit alignment and strategic resilience.


