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For years, Zhaoqian Yu lived a life built on exploitation and crime. From the outside, the 34-
year-old from Oldbury, Birmingham, may have seemed like just another man trying to make
ends meet. But behind the scenes, he was deeply entrenched in a dangerous world of
human trafficking, brothel operations, drug smuggling, and money laundering.

Yu’s downfall began when police discovered he had transferred £347,000 in cash to a
Chinese restaurant in Gloucester. At first glance, it looked like a regular local eatery.
However, investigators soon uncovered that the restaurant was being used as a front for an
underground banking operation. The large sums of money moving through it raised red
flags, and law enforcement began to dig deeper.

Pimp’s Criminal Empire Unravels After
£347,000 Laundered Through Restaurant
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What they found was disturbing.

Between 2017 and 2019, Yu was part of a gang that ran a brothel in Birmingham. Vulnerable
women were controlled and exploited for profit. In one shocking instance, he trafficked a
woman from London to Birmingham with full knowledge that she was being abused. His
involvement went far beyond organizing; he played an active role in the operation and
directly benefited from the suffering of others.

But Yu’s crimes didn’t stop there. Between 2018 and 2021, he worked with others to import
illegal drugs into the United Kingdom. Police say he was aware of at least 119 kilograms of
cannabis brought into the country, and he arranged for 34 kilograms of the drug to be
delivered and distributed.

Despite the wide range of crimes, it was the suspicious banking activity that first brought
him to the attention of authorities. The money laundering through the Gloucester restaurant
revealed a much larger network of criminal activity and led to Yu’s eventual arrest.

On Wednesday, July 2, Yu appeared at Bristol Crown Court, where he pleaded guilty to four
serious charges. He was sentenced to five years and ten months in prison.

Detective Constable Katie Andrews from the South West Regional Organised Crime Unit
(SWROCU) described the investigation as highly complex, involving large volumes of
evidence, much of which had to be translated. She noted that as investigators dug deeper,
more criminal connections emerged.

“This case has shown the extent to which individuals like Yu will go to exploit others and
profit from illegal activities,” said DC Andrews. “We remain committed to pursuing everyone
involved to ensure justice is done.”

The case is a sobering reminder of how modern criminal operations can hide in plain sight
even in everyday places like restaurants, and how crucial it is to keep looking beneath the
surface.
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