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BANGKOK, July 1, 2025 – Thai Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira departed for
Washington, D.C. on Monday to attend two days of important trade talks with U.S. officials.
The visit comes at a time when Thailand is looking to protect its export markets and
strengthen economic ties with the United States.

Before leaving, Pichai spoke on a local news program and expressed hope that U.S. tariffs
on Thai goods will not be higher than those on other countries. “We understand the U.S. has
its own policies, but we hope Thailand is treated fairly,” he said.
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The United States has recently reviewed trade relationships in the Indo-Pacific region,
focusing more on fair labor practices, environmental standards, and secure supply chains.
Thailand, which exports electronics, automotive parts, seafood, and agricultural products to
the U.S., is watching closely for any policy changes that could impact its economy.

“This trip is more than just about tariffs,” said Dr. Aranya Teerarat, a trade expert at
Chulalongkorn University. “It’s about making sure Thailand remains a trusted economic
partner in a changing global landscape.”

During his visit, Minister Pichai is expected to meet with officials from the U.S. Department
of Commerce and the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative. Discussions are likely to
cover not only tariffs but also opportunities for cooperation in key sectors such as green
technology, digital trade, and supply chain development.

Thailand’s strategy is to remain neutral and open to working with all major global
economies. However, growing tensions between the U.S. and China have made that
balancing act more difficult.

“Thailand doesn’t want to take sides, but it also cannot afford to be left out,” said Kavi
Chatchawan, a former Thai diplomat. “These talks are about securing our position in the
global economy.”

While it is unclear whether any specific agreements will be announced, the visit signals
Thailand’s commitment to stronger ties with the U.S. and to protecting its trade interests in a
time of uncertainty.

As global economic dynamics shift, Thailand’s message is clear: it wants a fair deal and a
seat at the table.


