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Thousands gathered across the United States on July 17 to honor the legacy of late
Congressman and civil rights leader John Lewis through coordinated demonstrations
dubbed “Good Trouble Lives On.” The day marked the fifth anniversary of Lewis’s passing
and served as a national expression of concern over what organizers describe as a growing

threat to civil liberties and constitutional rights.
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The protests, which took place in over 1,600 cities, were organized by a coalition of civic
groups calling attention to issues ranging from voting rights and freedom of speech to due
process concerns. At the heart of the message was a desire to uphold foundational
American principles and push back against what some groups describe as authoritarian
tendencies in political discourse. A central phrase adopted by demonstrators, “Good
Trouble,” areference to Lewis’s famous encouragement to stand up for justice, framed the

event as a continuation of peaceful resistance in defense of democracy.

The demonstrations, while peaceful and constitutionally protected, varied in tone and
presentation. Some groups, such as Refuse Fascism, engaged in provocative displays,
including a human installation in Los Angeles symbolizing the plight of detainees allegedly
affected by international detention agreements. While these symbolic protests gained
media attention, many participants focused more broadly on calling for civic engagement

and legislative protections for civil rights.

Despite the national scale of the event, organizers acknowledged that the turnout did not
reflect the full strength of public sentiment. “There are millions more who share our
concerns but were not present in the streets,” said one activist affiliated with the coalition.
The push going forward, organizers emphasized, will be to encourage broader participation

and to foster unity across different communities concerned about government overreach.

One of the more polarizing aspects of the demonstrations was the repeated reference to
“Trump MAGA Fascism.” While some participants used this language to express deep
opposition to policies from the previous administration, others cautioned that such rhetoric
could alienate potential allies. From a center-to-right perspective, critics argue that labeling
political opposition as “fascist” diminishes constructive debate and risks further polarizing

the national conversation.

Nevertheless, the events on July 17 underscored an enduring commitment among many
Americans to defend the constitutional principles that John Lewis spent a lifetime
championing. Whether motivated by concerns over voting access, government
transparency, or due process, participants signaled their intent to remain active in the civic

sphere.

While perspectives may differ on methods and messaging, the protests reflect a broader
national dialogue about the limits of government power and the importance of preserving

civil liberties. In this, the anniversary of John Lewis’s death became not only a day of

https://openvoicenews.us/?print-my-blog=1&post-type=post&statuses%5B%5D=publish&rendering wait=0&columns=1&font_size=normal&image_size... 2/3



7121125, 4:12 AM National Protests Mark Anniversary of Civil Rights Icon John Lewis with Renewed Calls for Justice — OpenVoiceNews U.S.
remembrance but a moment of renewed resolve to protect the freedoms at the heart of the

American experiment.
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