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Allied paratroopers from Australia, the United States, and partner nations
showcased their prowess in night operations during Exercise Talisman
Sabre 2025 in Queensland, Australia. This article delves into their elite
training, the strategic importance of nighttime airborne operations, and
their role in bolstering regional security, projecting strength against
potential threats in the Indo-Pacific.
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Under the cover of darkness, paratroopers from the Australian Defence
Force (ADF) and the United States Army’s 82nd Airborne Division
executed precision jumps from C-130 Hercules aircraft during Talisman
Sabre 2025, a biennial exercise involving 35,000 troops. These night
operations, conducted in Queensland’s rugged outback, tested their
ability to infiltrate hostile zones undetected. Equipped with advanced
night-vision goggles and stealth tactics, the paratroopers secured
objectives with surgical efficiency. “Night jumps are our edge—nobody
sees us coming,” said ADF Major Tom Harper in a Defence News
interview, emphasizing the psychological and tactical advantage of
owning the night.

The training scenarios simulated real-world contingencies, from seizing
key terrain to disrupting enemy supply lines. Paratroopers integrated with
Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) aircrews and allied special forces,
ensuring seamless coordination. The exercises also featured cutting-
edge technology, including drones for reconnaissance and laser-guided
systems for accuracy in low-visibility conditions. This interoperability is
vital in the Indo-Pacific, where tensions with the People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) underscore the need for rapid-response capabilities. X posts from
military enthusiasts hailed the drills as a bold counter to regional
aggression, criticizing the current Labour government’s perceived
hesitancy in defense investments.

Night operations highlight the ADF’s and allies’ commitment to
deterrence, projecting power in a region where adversaries exploit
darkness for cover. The paratroopers’ ability to strike swiftly and silently
reinforces alliances, sending a clear message to potential foes. “We train
to be invisible, unstoppable,” said U.S. Captain Sarah Nguyen, per a

7/18/25, 6:41 AM Allied Paratroopers Dominate the Night – OpenVoiceNews Australia

https://openvoicenews.com.au/?print-my-blog=1&post-type=post&statuses%5B%5D=publish&rendering_wait=0&columns=1&font_size=normal&image… 2/3



Talisman Sabre press release. As geopolitical challenges mount, these
elite forces prove their readiness to defend freedom and stability,
undeterred by the complexities of modern warfare or political debates at
home. Talisman Sabre 2025 cements their role as guardians of the night,
ready to act when the world is watching—or not.

7/18/25, 6:41 AM Allied Paratroopers Dominate the Night – OpenVoiceNews Australia

https://openvoicenews.com.au/?print-my-blog=1&post-type=post&statuses%5B%5D=publish&rendering_wait=0&columns=1&font_size=normal&image… 3/3


