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The United Kingdom has outlined a new strategic approach to China, aiming to build a

“secure and resilient” trade and investment relationship while reinforcing national security
safeguards against increasing threats posed by Beijing. This refined stance follows the
release of the UK government’s “China audit,” a comprehensive review of bilateral relations

with the world’s second-largest economy.

The audit acknowledges that while economic engagement with China remains vital to

British interests, recent developments particularly in espionage, cyber threats, and
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interference in democratic processes require a more robust and coordinated national

response.

According to the findings, “instances of China’s espionage, interference in our democracy,
and the undermining of our economic security have increased in recent years.” In response,
the UK government has pledged to increase “China capabilities” across the national
security system, including enhanced intelligence, cybersecurity, and policy coordination

efforts.

Despite these concerns, the UK maintains that strategic engagement with China is
essential, particularly in addressing global challenges such as climate change, global
health, and financial stability. “China’s global role makes it increasingly consequential,” the
audit notes, highlighting the importance of direct, high-level diplomatic engagement to

reduce the risk of miscommunication and miscalculation.

The government’s approach reflects a balanced, interest-driven policy framework. While it
emphasizes the need to confront areas of concern including human rights, cyber security,
and state interference it also recognizes the mutual economic benefits of continued trade

and investment cooperation.

One of the audit’'s key recommendations is the provision of clear guidance to sectors
heavily engaged with China, notably higher education and advanced technology. UK
universities, many of which rely on Chinese students and research partnerships, will receive
tailored advice to manage risk without undermining academic collaboration and institutional

autonomy.

The strategy also reinforces the UK’'s commitment to protecting diaspora communities from
external pressure. In particular, it reiterates support for Hong Kong nationals residing in the
UK, with a promise to shield them and other vulnerable groups from what it describes as

“transnational repression.”

This updated strategy marks a shift toward a more pragmatic and security-conscious
relationship with Beijing. Ministers stress that the UK seeks a trade and investment
framework that is not only economically beneficial but also aligned with national values and

sovereignty.
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In navigating its future relationship with China, the UK aims to strike a careful balance:
maintaining open channels for cooperation while remaining firm in defending its democratic
institutions, economic interests, and international responsibilities. This dual-track approach
positions the UK to adapt to an evolving geopolitical landscape while safeguarding its

strategic autonomy.
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