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Rushanara Ali, Britain’s junior minister for homelessness, has resigned following allegations
over her role as a private landlord. Reports claim that Ms Ali removed tenants from a
property she owns in East London before significantly increasing the monthly rent.

The property, a four-bedroom house located in Bethnal Green and Stepney, her
parliamentary constituency, was initially placed on the market last year. When it failed to sell,
the rent was reportedly raised from £3,300 to £4,000 per month, and the house was re-let.

Ali Resigns Amid London Rent Controversy

—



Critics have pointed to the apparent contradiction between Ms Ali’s public stance on rent
affordability and her actions as a landlord.

In her resignation letter to Prime Minister Keir Starmer, delivered on Thursday, Ms Ali said
she had complied with all legal responsibilities throughout the process.

“I have taken my responsibilities and duties seriously, and the facts demonstrate this,” she
wrote.
She expressed concern, however, that the growing controversy risked distracting from the
work of government.

Ms Ali acknowledged that while she had acted within the law, the situation could undermine
the government’s message on housing and homelessness. As a result, she said she had
chosen to step aside to ensure the focus remained on national priorities. She also pointed
to her involvement in shaping housing policy over the past year, including efforts to combat
homelessness and improve access to affordable housing.

The resignation has sparked renewed debate over the conduct expected from government
ministers, particularly those charged with tackling the housing crisis. With rising rents and a
chronic shortage of affordable homes across the UK, many are questioning whether
ministers should lead by example in their personal affairs.

Public scrutiny has grown in recent months over how politicians handle private property
portfolios, especially when their professional roles intersect with national housing policy.
Ms Ali’s case is now likely to feature in wider conversations about ministerial accountability,
transparency, and ethical standards in public life.

Ms Ali has long represented the Bethnal Green and Stepney constituency and has been an
active voice on social housing and homelessness. Her departure leaves a vacancy in a
critical ministerial post, with the government under mounting pressure to deliver on housing
commitments made over the past year.

Though the government has announced investment packages aimed at addressing
homelessness and boosting affordable housing supply, critics argue that measurable
progress remains limited. Local authorities across the country continue to report record
levels of housing demand, overcrowding, and rising evictions.



The decision to resign may be seen as an attempt to prevent further distraction from the
government’s work, but questions remain about the standards applied to ministers and how
these influence public trust.

The government has yet to confirm who will replace Ms Ali in the homelessness brief.
Attention will now turn to whether the next appointee can restore confidence and maintain
momentum on what remains one of the country’s most urgent domestic issues.


