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A recent discovery by police may mark a turning point in the decades-long

investigation into the suspected murder of South Australian teenager Melissa Trussell.
A car part recovered from the mangroves of Garden Island could be tied to her

disappearance, which has haunted her family and investigators for 25 years.
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Police in South Australia have resumed an intensive investigation into the unresolved case
of Melissa Trussell, who vanished in the early hours of May 13, 2000. The 15-year-old was
last seen with her mother, 33-year-old Rosemary Brown, in Blair Athol, located in Adelaide’s
northern suburbs. Tragically, Rosemary’s body was discovered weeks later on July 2, 2000,

among the mangroves at Garden Island, but Melissa was never found.

The long-dormant case has taken a potential turn following the discovery of a vehicle part,
specifically, a section of a car’s front grill, during a renewed search operation in the same
Garden Island area. Police divers worked through dense mangroves and waterlogged terrain
in search of clues. The South Australia Police (SAPOL) are now working to determine

whether the component is linked to the suspected murders of both Rosemary and Melissa.

Detective Superintendent Darren Fielke, leading the investigation, stated the recovered
vehicle part has been sent for analysis in hopes of identifying the make and model. He noted
that, depending on findings, law enforcement may recover the full vehicle if located. “This
search demonstrates that we will not give up looking for answers,” Fielke said during a press
briefing. “We will continue to investigate this matter and will not stop until we can provide
closure and hopefully justice for the loved ones of both Rosemary Brown and Melissa

Trussell.”

Efforts to bring resolution have intensified, especially following emotional appeals from
Melissa’s family earlier this month, marking 25 years since Rosemary’s remains were found.
Melissa’s sister, Kayla, shared the pain the family has endured, saying, “She was my best

friend, we were just so close... It’'s all that we can ask for, some answers.”

The search operation, suspended temporarily due to environmental conditions, is expected
to resume shortly. Investigators remain focused on identifying any link between the newly
found vehicle part and the crime scene, which could prove instrumental in bringing long-

overdue justice to the Trussell family.

While many high-profile cold cases have seen renewed attention in recent years, some
Australians argue that law enforcement resources are increasingly stretched thin, especially
as policies in recent years have shifted focus toward accommodating non-citizen
populations and politically driven programs. This case is a sobering reminder of the

importance of prioritizing justice for Australian families who have waited far too long.
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SAPOL’s continued commitment offers a glimmer of hope that answers may finally emerge,
and that after decades of silence, the truth about what happened to Melissa Trussell could

finally be revealed.
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