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Sarah Ferguson, Duchess of York, has stepped in to address a noticeable omission in King
Charles IlI's tribute to England’s national women’s football team, the Lionesses, following
their UEFA Women’s Euro 2025 triumph. Her public acknowledgement of rising star
Michelle Agyemang came after fans criticised the King’s failure to mention the young player

in his congratulatory message.



After England’s historic victory over Spain in a nail-biting penalty shootout in Basel, the
Royal Family issued a message from King Charles Il commending the team for their
“remarkable” performance and “inspiring” journey. However, the message failed to mention
Michelle Agyemang, a key contributor to the win. The oversight quickly caught the attention

of fans online, many of whom pointed out the glaring omission of the 19-year-old player.

In response, the Duchess of York took to social media to offer her message of praise.
“Michelle Agyemang and Chloe Kelly, wow,” she wrote, adding that the team’s unity and
determination were “incredible” and “inspirational.” She continued, “You show such bravery
and courage... It's just extraordinary. Good luck tomorrow. It’s just exciting to watch.” Her
comments quickly gained traction as supporters welcomed her recognition of the full

squad’s efforts.

The match itself was a dramatic affair, with England battling back from a goal down to
defeat Spain in a tense penalty shootout. The Union of European Football Associations
(UEFA) championship victory cements the Lionesses’ place among England’s greatest
sporting achievements. The Football Association (FA) has announced a celebratory
homecoming event in central London, with an open-top bus parade and a trophy ceremony

scheduled for Tuesday afternoon.

The parade will travel along The Mall and culminate at the Queen Victoria Memorial in front
of Buckingham Palace, with coverage airing live between 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. across the
British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), Independent Television (ITV), and Sky News.
Hosted by sports broadcaster Alex Scott, the event will feature performances by the Band of
His Majesty’s Royal Marines Portsmouth, the Central Band of the Royal Air Force, and live

music from DJ CharStape.

The recognition from the Duchess highlights the significance of individual contributions
within team success and the importance of giving rising talent like Agyemang their due. As
England celebrates the Lionesses’ championship, the public’s enthusiasm underscores the
strong support for homegrown athletes who inspire through grit, discipline, and national

pride.



