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There’s a beautiful part of north-west Wales that, for many, now feels more like a congested

theme park than a peaceful escape.

What was once a quiet retreat into nature has slowly become a hotspot overwhelmed by the
pressures of tourism. On weekends, the roads become packed with vehicles, and car parks
fill to capacity, leaving locals with little room to move. Even weekdays during the high

season bring little relief, as the influx of visitors continues to grow.

Across Eryri and beyond, the once-gentle rhythm of daily life has been disrupted. The A55

and A494 often grind to a halt as lines of cars wind their way into the national park. Smaller
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roads become choked, causing frustration and delays in villages like Llanbedr and
Abergwyngregyn, where natural attractions such as waterfalls have drawn significant
attention online. The scenic appeal remains undeniable, but the peace that once defined

these areas is becoming harder to find.

Village Pressure

On Anglesey, the village of Newborough has faced growing challenges as beach tourism
has surged. In response to regular traffic congestion, parking fees were increased in an
attempt to curb the long queues. Despite this, tailbacks still form regularly, turning the
village into a de facto car park during peak times. This kind of pressure on infrastructure

creates a daily strain for residents who simply want to get on with their routines.

Bala, often seen as a gateway to Eryri, has become emblematic of the struggle. It's a natural
draw for visitors, surrounded by dramatic landscapes and home to Wales’ largest natural
lake. But with this beauty comes a cost. Like others in the region, the town must now
contend with crowds, blocked roads, and a noticeable shift in the atmosphere. What was

once a tranquil corner of Wales has become increasingly hectic.

Overtourism has also led to widespread parking problems, particularly in places like Yr
Wyddfa and Dyffryn Ogwen. Vehicles are frequently left in unsuitable spots, creating
obstructions and raising concerns about safety and accessibility. In many of these
communities, the pressure is building, and the sense of being overwhelmed is hard to

ignore.

Tourism undoubtedly brings value to the area, supporting local businesses and encouraging
wider appreciation of Welsh culture and natural beauty. However, the scale of the crowds
now risks damaging the very appeal that draws them. Without careful management and

thoughtful planning, these stunning landscapes may become victims of their own success.

While the charm of north-west Wales remains intact, its future depends on finding a better
balance between welcoming visitors and protecting local life. For those who call these
areas home, the hope is for quieter roads, more mindful tourism, and the return of the

serenity that once defined this remarkable corner of the country.
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