8/25/25, 6:20 AM Vance: U.S. Tariffs on India Aim to Pressure Russia — Open\VoiceNews

OpenVoiceNews

Transparent. Unbiased. Yours.

Vance: U.S. Tariffs on India Aim to Pressure
Russia

August 24, 2025

— Categories: Breaking News

U.S. Vice President J.D. Vance stated on Sunday that President Donald Trump has
implemented “aggressive economic leverage,” including imposing secondary tariffs on
India, in an effort to compel Russia to halt its military actions in Ukraine. Vance described
these measures as part of a broader strategy to disrupt Russia’s oil revenue and force

Moscow to engage in peace negotiations.

In an interview on NBC’s “Meet the Press,” Vance emphasized that economic sanctions
alone may not immediately end the conflict in Ukraine, but they play a crucial role in
isolating Russia economically and diplomatically. He added that the United States is
prepared to reintegrate Russia into the global economy if Moscow agrees to cease
hostilities, underscoring the use of economic pressure as a tool for influencing international

conflicts.

The tariffs on India, set to take effect on August 27, have drawn criticism from New Delhi.
Indian officials have defended their energy procurement decisions, explaining that imports
of Russian oil are based on national interest and current market dynamics. Vance
acknowledged the tension this creates with an important trading partner but argued that the
U.S. is prioritizing measures that can directly impact Russia’s ability to sustain its military

operations.

These measures represent a significant shift in U.S. foreign policy, signaling the
administration’s willingness to use indirect economic tools to influence the behavior of
foreign nations. By targeting countries that maintain trade relations with Russia, the U.S.
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hopes to reduce Moscow’s access to revenue streams that finance its ongoing military

campaign in Ukraine.

Experts note that the approach reflects a growing trend in U.S. diplomacy that emphasizes
economic leverage over direct military intervention. Vance’s comments highlight the
administration’s belief that coordinated global pressure, including tariffs and sanctions, can

shape the strategic decisions of nations engaged in conflict.

While the long-term impact of these measures remains uncertain, officials say they
demonstrate the United States’ commitment to supporting Ukraine and encouraging a
peaceful resolution to the war. The imposition of secondary tariffs is seen as a clear signal

that countries facilitating Russia’s economic stability may face consequences.

This development comes amid heightened global attention on the Ukraine conflict and
ongoing debates over the effectiveness of sanctions. U.S. officials continue to monitor
international responses, aiming to balance diplomatic relations with strategic objectives in

the region.
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