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Scotland Centre Stage as Transatlantic Trade
Negotiations Advance
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US President Donald Trump arrived in Scotland yesterday, greeted by hundreds of
supporters at Prestwick Airport. His visit, combining a golfing retreat at his Turnberry resort
with high-stakes diplomacy, comes as talks over a potential US-EU trade agreement enter
an advanced phase. The trip also includes bilateral talks with UK Prime Minister Keir
Starmer, though the Labour government’s limited role in the US-EU negotiations has drawn

scrutiny.



Trump, speaking briefly to reporters upon arrival, reiterated his earlier assessment of a “50-
50 chance” of securing an agreement with the EU. He described it as potentially the
“biggest trade agreement” of his administration, should it materialise. However, he cautioned
that “maybe 20 different things” remain unresolved, citing sticking points with Brussels
negotiators. His candid remarks underscore the complexity of aligning US and EU

economic interests.

The visit follows Trump’s recent trade accord with Japan, which introduced a 15% tariff
framework on select Japanese imports. EU diplomats, speaking anonymously, suggest a
similar tariff structure, around 15%, could be applied to EU exports if a deal is reached. This
would mark a significant shift from Trump’s earlier threat of imposing a 30% tariff on EU
goods, scheduled to take effect on August 1 if negotiations fail. Such a move would align
with Trump’s broader trade strategy, including a 10% baseline tariff imposed in April on

most US trading partners.

Trump’s meeting with Starmer is expected to highlight the recently finalised UK-US trade
agreement, which he called “a great deal for both countries.” In a recent interview with The
Times, Trump said, “The UK deal is done, and it's a win. We'’re here to celebrate that, not
haggle.” The Labour government, however, faces criticism for its handling of post-Brexit
trade negotiations, with some arguing it has ceded too much ground to secure agreements.
Starmer’s administration has yet to show the economic benefits promised from such deals,

raising questions about its long-term trade strategy.

Trump’s trade policies have sparked heated debate. His administration argues that tariffs
will reduce the US trade deficit and boost domestic revenue. However, economists caution
that such tariffs could increase inflationary pressure, raising prices for consumers already
facing economic uncertainty. The EU deal, if successful, could stabilise transatlantic trade
but risks escalating tensions if negotiations falter. Brussels remains eager to avoid punitive

tariffs but is wary of conceding too much to Washington’s demands.

As Trump settles into Turnberry for a weekend of golf and diplomacy, the world watches
closely. His ability to navigate these talks will shape not only US-EU relations but also the
global economic landscape. For now, Scotland provides the stage for both deal-making and

deal-breaking.



