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A Wayne County man is set to appear in court today for a plea hearing on more than 15 sex
charges, among them multiple counts of child rape. Seth Leedy, 43, of Shreve, was taken
into custody on September 19, 2024, and remains held without bond as the serious

allegations against him unfold in the Wayne County Court of Common Pleas.

The gravity of the accusations against Leedy is profound. Court documents reveal he faces
five counts of rape. Three of these counts pertain to the alleged rape of children between
the tender ages of six and nine years old. Two additional counts allege the rape of children
between the ages of 10 and 12. These charges paint a disturbing picture, highlighting the

vulnerability of the alleged victims.
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Beyond the rape charges, Leedy is also facing nine counts of gross sexual imposition. In
Ohio, gross sexual imposition refers to engaging in sexual contact with another individual
without their consent, particularly under circumstances such as when the victim is under 13
years of age. These nine charges specifically claim that Leedy had sexual contact with

victims who were under the age of 13.

The details emerging from police reports indicate that some of these alleged assaults took
place within Leedy’s own apartment, adding a further layer of concern regarding the safety

of the spaces where children should be most secure.

Legal Proceedings

Furthermore, Leedy faces two counts of disseminating matter harmful to juveniles. Under
Ohio law, this charge refers to knowingly sharing or exhibiting material considered

detrimental to individuals under 18 years of age.

This can include explicit images, videos, or other inappropriate content. As detailed in court
documents, the timeline of the alleged occurrences spans a considerable period, from
March 12, 2009, to November 21, 2018. This extended timeframe suggests a behavior

pattern that will be the prosecution’s central focus.

The judicial process in such cases is meticulous, ensuring that all evidence is thoroughly
examined and due process is observed. The plea hearing scheduled for today is a critical
juncture, where Leedy may enter a plea to the charges, or further proceedings will be
determined. The community of Shreve and beyond will undoubtedly be watching closely as
these grave allegations are addressed within the legal system. The outcome of these
proceedings carries significant implications for the accused, the victims, and the broader

community seeking justice and protection for its most vulnerable members.
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