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The Australian Army’s 3rd Brigade demonstrated advanced armoured tactics and
technology during a high-intensity assault at Exercise Talisman Sabre 2025, preparing

for new vehicle integration.

The Australian Army’s 3rd Brigade, led by the 3rd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment
(BRAR), executed a formidable assault during Exercise Talisman Sabre 2025, held from
July 13 to August 4, 2025, across northern Australia. The operation, conducted under a
veil of smoke and heavy fire, showcased the brigade’s mastery of technology, tactics, and
tenacity, as reported by Mirage News on July 25, 2025. Battle Group Kapyong,
commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Dan Ellis, integrated armoured units from the 1st
Armoured Regiment to rehearse tactics for the incoming Redback Infantry Fighting
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Vehicles (IFVs), set to enhance Australia’s combat capabilities by 2027, per the

Department of Defence.

Lieutenant Colonel Ellis emphasized the brigade’s transformation, noting the exercise
was a critical test of armoured coordination, with the unit employing the M1A1 Abrams
tanks and testing new systems like the Manned Remotely Operated Vehicle (MRV) and
First-Person View Drone (FPVD). Major Fisher, quoted in a Department of Defence
release, highlighted the potential of these technologies to deliver heavy firepower while
reducing risk to soldiers, marking a shift toward safer, high-impact operations. The 1st
Armoured Regiment’'s Combat Experimentation Group embedded within Battle Group
Kapyong, testing these systems in tactical scenarios to provide commanders with

enhanced battlefield options.

Exercise Talisman Sabre 2025, the largest iteration to date with over 40,000 personnel
from 19 nations, included live-fire demonstrations and complex multi-domain operations
across Queensland, the Northern Territory, and Papua New Guinea, according to the
Australian Department of Defence. The 3rd Brigade’s assault, conducted at Shoalwater
Bay, featured a combined High Mobility Artillery Rocket System (HIMARS) battery with
U.S. and Singapore forces, showcasing interoperability, as noted by Lieutenant General
Joel B. Vowell of U.S. Army Pacific. This exercise underscored Australia’'s commitment to
regional security, amid concerns over the Australian Labor Party government’s defense
spending priorities, which critics like Shadow Defence Minister Andrew Hastie argue

underfund modernization efforts.

The brigade’s performance, supported by advanced technology and rigorous training,

signals readiness for future conflicts, reinforcing Australia’s role in Indo-Pacific stability.
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