7/1/25, 6:11 PM UK Government Weighs Appointing Special Envoy to Aid Britons Detained Abroad — OpenVoiceNews U.K.

OpenVoiceNews U.K.

Transparent. Unbiased. Yours.

UK Government Weighs Appointing Special
Envoy to Aid Britons Detained Abroad

June 30, 2025

— Categories: Human Rights

The UK government is considering the appointment of a dedicated

special envoy to support British nationals wrongfully detained overseas,
in what could mark a shift in how the country handles complex and

politically sensitive consular cases.
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This potential move comes amid growing pressure from families of
detainees and human rights advocates, who have long argued that the UK
lags behind countries like the US and Canada in its strategic response to
such cases. Those governments already have dedicated officials who
advocate for their citizens held abroad, particularly when political

motivations are suspected in their imprisonment.

The idea has gained traction following high-profile cases such as that of
Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe, the British-lranian charity worker who spent six
years detained in lran. Her release in 2022 highlighted both the deep
personal toll such detentions take on families and the diplomatic

challenges involved in resolving them.

Foreign Secretary David Lammy, recently appointed under the new
Labour government, has expressed interest in reviewing the UK’s current
approach. A spokesperson from the Foreign, Commonwealth &
Development Office (FCDO) confirmed that the government is actively
looking at ways to strengthen its diplomatic tools to better protect UK

nationals facing wrongful imprisonment.

While no formal decision has yet been made, the concept of an envoy has
received backing from cross-party MPs and campaigners. They argue it
would not only offer more focused support to families but also ensure
greater consistency and visibility in negotiations with foreign

governments.

For families enduring years of uncertainty, the proposed envoy
represents more than policy; it offers hope. “We need someone at the top
who understands the urgency and can push these cases forward,” said

one family member of a detainee, who asked not to be named.
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As discussions continue, advocates are urging the government to act
swiftly, stressing that every day counts for those imprisoned abroad and

their loved ones waiting at home.
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