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Brighton & Hove Albion is set to retain Cameroonian midfielder Carlos Baleba this

summer, while mapping out a year-long loan move for 19-year-old Malick Yalcouye. The
decision forms part of the club’s wider strategy of developing young talent through

carefully managed loan spells, a model that has gained prominence within European

football.

Carlos Baleba, who joined Brighton from Lille in 2023, has made notable progress over
the past year. His performances peaked in September 2024 when he netted his first

Premier League goal, earning a Goal of the Month award and further validating Brighton’s
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investment in youth. His development trajectory serves as a benchmark for the club’s
handling of young players, with the intention of replicating similar outcomes in Yalcouye’s

path.

The Ivorian teenager, Malick Yalcouye, is expected to be sent out on loan for the 2025—
20 season, allowing him the space and match experience to develop without the
pressure of immediate Premier League action. Brighton’s approach aligns with findings
from a 2023 study by the Union of European Football Associations (UEFA), which
showed that structured loan systems can raise a player’'s market value by an average of
18 percent. This method stands in contrast to the common belief that rapid integration

into the first team is always beneficial for young talents.

While Yalcouye’s exact destination has not been confirmed, the club appears focused on
placing him where regular minutes are likely and tactical development can be monitored
closely. Brighton’s management has increasingly prioritised data-led decisions, utilising
player performance metrics, long-term squad planning, and market analysis to shape

recruitment and development policies.

The plan to loan out Yalcouye while keeping Baleba in the first-team squad illustrates
Brighton’s continued belief in balancing squad depth with future planning. With record
transfer spending in the English Premier League reaching approximately €2 billion in
2025, according to Italian sports betting and market outlet AGIMEG, clubs like Brighton
are seeking competitive advantages through alternative strategies such as targeted
youth investment. This tactic offers potential financial return and sporting benefit,

particularly in a league where top-tier experience can come at a premium.

Brighton’s calculated moves in the transfer and development market have not gone
unnoticed. The club’s ability to spot, nurture, and either integrate or profit from emerging
talents positions them as one of the more disciplined and forward-thinking clubs in the
Premier League. Should Yalcouye mirror the progress of Baleba, the decision to delay his

Premier League debut may well prove shrewd.

By continuing to adopt a structured and sustainable player development model, Brighton
is setting a standard for mid-table clubs aiming to compete through long-term vision

rather than short-term spending alone.
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