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A 28-year-old man has been arrested in connection with the shooting of the driver accused
of ploughing his vehicle into a crowd outside a nightclub in Los Angeles last month, an

incident that left dozens injured.

Efrain Villalobos was taken into custody at around 1:15 pm. Pacific Daylight Time (PDT) on
Sunday by officers from the Redondo Beach Police Department. His arrest was confirmed in

a statement released on Monday by the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD), which
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stated that Villalobos has been booked on suspicion of attempted murder and is currently

being held without bail.

Authorities believe Villalobos shot Fernando Ramirez, 29, who is facing numerous charges
for a mass-casualty event that unfolded on July 19 outside a Hollywood nightclub. Ramirez
had allegedly driven his car into a group of people gathered near the venue in East

Hollywood, shortly after being removed from the premises for appearing intoxicated.

The victims were reportedly standing near a taco truck, valet stand, and entrance to the
nightclub when the vehicle struck. Ramirez is now facing 37 counts of attempted murder,

with each count corresponding to an individual injured in the crash.

According to police, Ramirez was pulled from his vehicle by a group of bystanders
immediately after the collision, at which point he sustained a gunshot wound to the back.
The shooting sparked a separate investigation and led to a public appeal for help in
identifying the gunman. The LAPD released images of the suspected shooter in the days

that followed, asking for assistance from the public.

Villalobos was formally named as the suspect in the shooting last Friday, although the LAPD
has not disclosed how he was identified or the details that led to his arrest. No motive has
been confirmed at this stage, and investigators have yet to reveal whether there was any

prior connection between Villalobos and Ramirez.

The case is expected to be forwarded to the Los Angeles District Attorney’s Office, which

will determine the formal charges to be filed against Villalobos.

The violent ramming incident and the subsequent shooting have both drawn widespread
attention in Los Angeles, raising ongoing questions about nightclub safety and public
responses in moments of crisis. While Ramirez faces legal proceedings for what authorities
describe as a deliberate act of violence, the arrest of Villalobos now adds a second layer of

complexity to an already troubling case.

No further updates have been provided regarding the condition of Ramirez or the identities
and medical status of the victims injured in the original vehicle attack. The LAPD has not

indicated whether additional suspects are being sought in connection with either incident.

As the investigation continues, law enforcement officials are urging anyone with further

information to come forward.
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