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In a diplomatic move almost without precedent, U.S. President Donald Trump has been

formally invited to the United Kingdom for a second state visit, a rare honour not typically
extended to American presidents. Buckingham Palace confirmed that Trump has accepted

the invitation from King Charles lll, with the visit set for September 17 to 19.

State visits by U.S. presidents are usually a one-time affair. Even those serving a second
term are generally welcomed more modestly, with tea or lunch rather than full ceremonial

honours. Trump’s return to Britain for another official state occasion breaks with that long-
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established tradition and highlights the importance the U.K. continues to place on its ties

with Washington.

During the visit, Trump will be hosted at Windsor Castle by King Charles Il and Queen
Camilla. Buckingham Palace is currently undergoing renovations, making Windsor the venue
of choice for recent visiting dignitaries. Former First Lady Melania Trump will accompany
the President, and the visit is expected to include a ceremonial welcome and a state
banquet in St George’s Hall. Senior royals, including the Prince and Princess of Wales, are

expected to take part.

During his first term in office, Trump made a state visit in 2019, hosted by the late Queen
Elizabeth Il. Under then-Prime Minister Theresa May, that visit involved a banquet at
Buckingham Palace and significant media attention. There were also protests in London,

though the president travelled mainly by helicopter and avoided public road processions.

Diplomatic Significance

This second invitation is far from routine. Traditionally, the U.K. extends a state visit to a US
President just once. A second full ceremonial visit is almost unheard of, making Trump’s

upcoming trip a diplomatic statement in itself.

Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer personally delivered the invitation during a February meeting
in the Oval Office. Trump described it as a “great, great honour” and expressed particular
appreciation for being hosted at Windsor, calling it “really something.” The President has
often spoken warmly of the Royal Family and has called King Charles “a wonderful man” with

whom he shares a respectful rapport.

While the full schedule has yet to be published, preparations are already underway. During
Trump’s stay, the House of Commons will be in recess due to party conference season, but
the House of Lords will still be in session. Whether Trump will be invited to speak before

parliamentarians is not yet confirmed.

Security arrangements are expected to be tight, as they were in 2019. That visit did not
include a public procession along The Mall, and Trump was flown between events by

helicopter rather than motorcade.
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The U.K. government sees this visit as a timely opportunity to strengthen relations at a
crucial geopolitical moment. Trump’s position on international issues, including the conflict
in Ukraine and trade policy, remains influential. For Prime Minister Starmer, it is a chance to

open dialogue and press for reductions in U.S. tariffs on British exports.

That Trump will be granted a second state visit, when so few have before, speaks to the
weight of the transatlantic partnership and Britain’s willingness to go beyond precedent in

pursuit of lasting diplomatic ties.
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