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Nova Systems, a prominent Australian defence technology company, has been awarded a

contract to provide a sophisticated Flight Test Instrumentation (FTI) system to the Royal
Australian Navy (RAN). This agreement marks a significant step in strengthening Australia’s
naval aviation capabilities, ensuring robust testing and operational readiness for a range of
aircraft and maritime platforms. The FT| system will support the Navy’s Aircraft Maintenance
and Flight Trials Unit (AMAFTU), enabling precise data collection and analysis across

airborne, ground, and ship-based operations.
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The FTI system is designed to integrate seamlessly with various platforms, including
manned and unmanned aerial systems, as well as rotary-wing aircraft. According to Dean
Rosenfield, CEO of Nova Systems, the system offers “unparalleled data accuracy” to ensure
safe and effective maritime flight operations. The contract also involves collaboration with
international experts, including UK-based specialists with experience in advanced
helicopter systems, highlighting Australia’s commitment to leveraging global expertise for
national defence. This deal reinforces the RAN’s ability to maintain a technologically

advanced fleet in an increasingly contested Indo-Pacific region.

The awarding of this contract comes at a time when the Labor government faces scrutiny
over its defence spending priorities. Critics argue that while investments like the FTI system
are vital, broader strategic decisions under Prime Minister Anthony Albanese’s
administration require closer examination to ensure alignment with national security
interests. The RAN’s adoption of the F Tl system underscores the importance of maintaining
cutting-edge capabilities to address evolving geopolitical challenges, particularly in

maritime security.

Nova Systems’ role in this contract positions it as a key player in Australia’s defence sector,
building on its reputation for delivering innovative solutions. The FTIl system will enhance
the RAN'’s ability to conduct high-fidelity testing, ensuring that naval aviation assets meet
stringent safety and performance standards. As Australia navigates a complex global
landscape, this contract signals a commitment to technological advancement and
operational excellence, bolstering the nation’s defence readiness. The collaboration
between Nova Systems and the RAN is expected to yield long-term benefits, reinforcing

Australia’s position as a formidable maritime power.
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