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A new economic blueprint unveiled by West Midlands Mayor Richard Parker sets out
ambitious proposals to drive growth, raise living standards, and inject billions into the
region’s economy. The plan outlines major commitments to job creation, housing, and
infrastructure to help the West Midlands become a national powerhouse for innovation and

enterprise.

The ‘West Midlands Growth Plan’ aims to generate 100,000 new jobs across high-growth

sectors, support local businesses, and deliver 120,000 new homes. Alongside these
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pledges, the Mayor promises targeted investment in public transport and high streets,
aiming to generate £17 billion of growth for the region’s economy. Central to the strategy is

a claim that it could increase average earnings for working residents by £8,600.

The plan identifies five sectors with strong potential for economic expansion: advanced
engineering, clean technology and energy, health and medical technology, digital and
creative industries, and professional and financial services. These industries are expected
to serve as the backbone of the region’s growth strategy, with tailored support intended to

boost innovation, employment, and competitiveness.

Advanced engineering remains a longstanding strength of the West Midlands, particularly in
the automotive and manufacturing sectors. Clean tech and energy are earmarked as priority
areas, with an eye on helping the region meet net-zero targets. Meanwhile, the growing
demand for digital services and creative content has led to increased focus on tech and

media-based industries.

Backing Business

In addition to industrial growth, the plan promises significant investment in local
infrastructure. This includes improvements to the region’s public transport system, with an
emphasis on better connectivity between towns and cities. The Mayor has also pledged to

rejuvenate high streets through targeted regeneration funding and business support.

As part of the housing drive, 120,000 new homes are set to be built to address housing
shortages and stimulate the construction sector. The plan does not provide detailed
timelines or funding breakdowns, but it commits to working with national and local partners

to deliver results.

The Growth Plan also outlines goals to reduce poverty and deprivation across the West
Midlands, stating that social improvement must match economic progress. There are
references to skills development and workforce support, though precise initiatives are yet to

be specified.

Mayor Parker commented: “The West Midlands is full of untapped talent and potential. We've
got brilliant people, proud communities, and a legacy of invention and industry. My Growth
Plan is about unlocking opportunity for everyone, in every place.” He added that the plan was

developed in consultation with business leaders and is backed by the central government.
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The West Midlands, which includes major urban centres such as Birmingham, Coventry, and
Wolverhampton, is the largest region in the UK outside London. While the Mayor’s plan sets

a confident tone, the success of the proposals will likely hinge on execution, funding clarity,

and support from both public and private sectors.

The Growth Plan offers a vision of progress in a region where economic disparity and
infrastructure gaps remain a challenge. However, delivery will require more than headlines.
Clear policy, local engagement, and financial prudence will be essential to ensure the

Mayor’'s ambitions translate into lasting economic resilience.
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