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Sean “Diddy” Combs, the well-known rapper and music mogul, has been found not guilty of
the most serious criminal charges against him, including sex trafficking and racketeering
conspiracy. However, he was convicted on two lesser charges related to transporting

women for prostitution, which means he could still face time behind bars.

The jury delivered a mixed verdict after a high-profile trial that drew intense public attention.
The not-guilty decisions spared Combs from possible life sentences, but the two guilty
counts carry a maximum of 10 years each under federal law. Legal experts believe he is
unlikely to receive the complete 20-year sentence, with estimates suggesting a term of

around three to five years.
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The charges stemmed from allegations that Combs used his influence to arrange sex acts
involving women and male escorts. Prosecutors argued that he pressured or manipulated
women into participating, sometimes using threats or emotional control. Several witnesses,
including former romantic partners, testified about abusive behavior. However, the jury found

insufficient proof to convict him on the more severe charges.

According to legal analysts, the lesser convictions reflect the complexity of the case and
the challenge of proving intent in situations involving complicated personal relationships.
Combs’ legal team has not announced whether they will appeal, but experts say their focus

will likely shift toward negotiating a fair sentence.

The sentencing is scheduled in New York in the coming months. Federal guidelines suggest
a prison term of two to three years for similar cases, especially since Combs has already
spent about nine months in custody while awaiting trial. Criminal defense attorney Michael
Bachner said Combs might realistically serve around five years, factoring in time already

served.

Despite avoiding the most damaging outcomes, Combs’ future in the entertainment industry
remains uncertain. The verdict may limit his ability to work openly in music, business, and
media. Industry insiders note that brands often distance themselves from public figures
facing criminal controversy, which could affect Combs’ partnerships, endorsements, and

artist signings.

Additionally, Combs faces several civil lawsuits, including one from singer Dawn Richard,
who accuses him of harassment and abuse. These cases are separate from the criminal

trial but could lead to significant financial penalties and further damage his public image.

While the not-guilty verdict on significant charges offers Combs some relief, his legal
battles are far from over. With sentencing ahead and multiple civil cases pending, the

coming months will likely determine how much the fallout will impact his career and legacy.
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