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A growing drug problem in one of Boston’s most upscale neighborhoods has left residents
frustrated, concerned for their safety, and demanding immediate action from city leaders. In
Beacon Hill, where cobblestone streets and million-dollar homes define the area, a surge in

open drug use and related crime has become a disturbing reality for many families.
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Recent discussions at the Boston City Council meeting brought renewed attention to the
crisis, particularly after resident Katherine Kennedy described how the situation has sharply
deteriorated. Kennedy, a mother of two, told council members that she now sees drug
paraphernalia regularly scattered across local streets and parks, including the Boston
Common, Cambridge Street, and the Esplanade, areas she says were previously free from
such issues. She emphasized the personal impact, explaining she carries a sharps

container in her diaper bag due to the frequency of finding used needles near her children.

According to housing data from Realtor.com, Beacon Hill properties average around S2.3
million, making it one of Boston’s most affluent neighborhoods. Yet despite the area’s
prestige, residents say it's been overtaken by a drug crisis that local leadership has failed to
contain. Kennedy noted the change as something she hadn’t experienced before this year

and said, “As a mother of two small children, this is very scary.”

The latest report from the Boston Public Health Commission shows a troubling rise in drug-
related deaths in the surrounding neighborhoods of Beacon Hill, Back Bay, the North End,
and the West End. Between 2020 and 2022, drug use mortality increased by 47.1%
compared to data from 2017 to 2019. Boston Police Department statistics also show an

8% increase in theft-related crimes in 2025 versus the five-year average for the area.

In 2022, Democratic Mayor Michelle Wu supported a harm reduction initiative, which
included distributing clean needles and free smoking pipes for substances like crack
cocaine and methamphetamine. The program aimed to reduce disease transmission and
support safer drug use. Wu defended the strategy by pointing to reduced disease spread

and short-term improvements in overdose prevention.

However, critics argue the long-term impact has backfired in neighborhoods like Beacon
Hill. Kennedy, speaking to the Boston Herald, said the program has resulted in arise in
discarded needles, especially around public schools. “| pass discarded needles as | walk
my 5-year-old to her public school every day,” she said. “Having to keep needles away from

my kids as | walk them to preschool is unacceptable.”

Residents are now pushing for greater enforcement and resources to curb the issue before
the community declines further. Concerns extend beyond safety on the streets to fears over

public health and the effect on young children living in the area.
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